[image: ] Cathaoirleach’s Award  - Westmeath Person/Group of the Year 
The Elected Members of Westmeath County Council initiated the Westmeath Person/Group of the Year Cathaoirleach’s Award in 2006. This was to honour people who have given special service in their community in County Westmeath. We would like to recognise and acknowledge the role played by many individuals and groups in helping to create strong and vibrant communities in Westmeath. By participating fully in their community, these people not only help in creating a better place, but their efforts also encourage and benefit others.
We invite nominations for the Cathaoirleach’s Awards Westmeath Person/ Group of the Year for 2023 under the following Categories:
· COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
· ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE 
· CHILDREN AND YOUTH
· EQUALITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION 
· SPORTS AND RECREATION
· ACTIVE ELDERLY

The Cathaoirleach’s Awards allows Westmeath County Council to publicly and formally acknowledge people for their contribution to society and show them their efforts have not gone unnoticed.
A winner will be selected in each of the above sub-categories and the overall Cathaoirleach’s Award Person /Group of the Year Winner 2023 will be selected. We plan to hold an Awards event to honour all our Awards winners during the year. The winner in each category of the Cathaoirleach Awards will receive a specially commissioned award piece. 
Conditions and Guidelines of the Competition
· Nominations can only be accepted following receipt of a completed Application Form along with the reasons for nomination and profile document. 
· Decisions will be weighed in favour of those applications that give in detail the reasons for the nomination and the profile of the nominee person or group.
· Only groups or organisations in County Westmeath are eligible to submit nominations. 
· A candidate cannot be nominated by a relative or by himself/ herself.
· Nominations must come from the Community Group and signed by the relevant authority, the signatory must not be related to the nominee.
· No present member of Westmeath County Council Staff may be nominated for an award.
· A committee called the Cathaoirleach’s Awards Evaluation Committee will consider all nominations received and will select winners on the basis of the information submitted on the official application form.
The Awards Evaluation Committee will consist of:
· The Cathaoirleach of Westmeath County Council 
· The Chief Executive of Westmeath County Council
· The Director of Service for Community Development in Westmeath County Council
Decision of the Awards Evaluation Committee is final
Closing date for applications is Friday 10th March 2023
Please Note - Late Applications Will Not Be Accepted


Cathaoirleach’s Award - Westmeath Person/Group of the Year Application Form
Please fill in ALL sections of the application form. Please write clearly if handwritten.
	DETAILS OF NOMINATION – Please give details below of the group/person being nominated

	Name of group/person
	

	Email address
	

	Nominated group/person Telephone Number
	

	Nominated person/group Postal Address
	
	Eircode
	

	DETAILS OF NOMINATING GROUP – Please give details of the group nominating the above

	Name of Nominating group
	

	Name of main contact person
	

	Contact Email address
	

	Telephone Number
	

	Contact Postal Address
	
	Eircode
	



Please tick the category the group/person is being nominated for
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	COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
	
	EQUALITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION 
	

	ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE 
	
	SPORTS AND RECREATION
	

	CHILDREN AND YOUTH
	
	ACTIVE ELDERLY 
	



Please attach with this application a Word document which includes the reasons for nomination, and the profile of the person/group nominated. (No more than 250 words)
The application will  not be accepted without this information
Declaration
I have read and understand the terms of the grants and competitions
	Signed
	

	Please Print Name and position
	




Please return completed application by email to communitygrants@westmeathcoco.ie
or by post to Community Awards, Community Development Section, Westmeath County Council, 
Aras an Chontae, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath Tel; 044 93 322051

Closing date for applications is Friday 10th March 2023
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