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BACKGROUND

This Plan has been prepared as a Loca Area Plan in accordance with the statutory
requirements of the Pamning and Deveopment Act 2000 and subsequent
amendments.

The Plan takes the form of a Written Statement, and accompanying Zoning Plan and
Townscape Proposds Map. If any conflict or ambiguity arises between what is
contained in the written statement and the supporting plans, the written statement will
take precedence.

The purpose of the Plan is to inform the generd public, datutory authorities,
developers and other interested bodies and set out a framework for the future
development of the village over the plan period 2003-2009.

The need for this Plan has arisen because of the unprecedented demand for residentia
devdopment land in the Killucat+Rathwire area and the need to properly plan for
future expanson of the village in a co-ordinated and sustainable manner.  Killucan
Rahwire has been identified as a priority settlement for growth in the County
Development Plan 2002.

This Plan has been prepared within the context of Agenda 21 and the need for
sustainable development to protect the environment for future generations.

NATIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY CONTEXT

In preparing this plan regad has been given to naiond and regiond trends. In
paticular, condderation has been given to the recently published Nationd Spatia
Strategy 2002-2020. The purpose for this 20-year dtrategy is to provide a sustainable
policy framework for badanced socid and economic development and population
growth for the idand of keland. The Nationa Spatid Strategy is adopted government
policy and as such is a principd materid planning condderation for loca planning
authorities. County Development Plans, Loca Area Plans and Village Plans are to be
meade fully consstent with the Strategy .

In relation to County Westmesath, the towns of Athlone and Mullingar have been
identified as hubs and form pat of a Midlands Gaeway adong with Tullamore in
County Offdy. These desgnated hubs are to accommodate the bulk of services for
the area, while particular emphess is placed on drengthening and sudaining existing
settlements of the samdler towns and villages in the county. The role of towns and
villages such as Killucan-Rathwire is to teke pressure off development in the open
countrysde and channd it into more sustainable and compact forms. The Strategy
advocates that such settlements grow in an orderly and planned fashion with particular
emphasis on avoiding features such as urban sprawl, credting a high standard of urban
design, promoting compact, public transport friendly, sustainable urban/village aress.
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NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN CONTEXT

Congderation has aso been given to the National Development Plan 2000 — 2006, the
BMW Region Development Strategy 2000 — 2006, and the Midland Regiond
Authority Strategic Report.

More badanced regiond devdopment is a fundamenta objective of the Nationd
Development Plan (NDP). It ams to reduce the disparities between and within the
South and East region and the Border, Midland and Western (BMW) Region.
Devdopment policy mugt have regard to the need for sudanability and have full
regard to qudity of life, socid coheson and consarvation of the environment and the
naturd and culturd heritage.  The NDP is committed to spreading the benefits of
growth to other smdler urban and rurd areas in the regions.

Westmesth fdls whally within the BMW region. The BMW region faces a number of
digtinctive development chalenges in the period 2000 — 2006. Thereisaneed to:

incresse the potential of the Region to act as a counterbaance to the South &
East Region, especidly Dublin, and to achieve more badanced growth within
the region;

increase the presence in the Region of the key drivers of sustainable economic
growth, notably in the productive sector;

improve the qudity of the Region's economic and socid infragructure and
human resources;

build on the Region's naturd resource base, especidly in the areas of
agriculture, tourism, the seafood sector and rurd enterprise; and

promote rura and urban socid inclusion.

COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN CONTENT

The County Deveopment Plan is the datutory development plan for the County of
Westmesth in the years 2002 — 2008. It supersedes the 1994 County Development
Pan.

The Pan identifies a framework for the sustaindble physica deveopment of the
County, while ensuring the conservation and protection of the built environment.

The devdopment drategy for the County is largely condgent with the Nationd
Spatial Strategy and seeks to direct growth to the County’s largest settlements, those
being Mullingar and Athlone, as wdl as to towns and sarviced villages with the
capacity to absorb further development. A number of priority towns and villages have
been identified in the Developmert Plan. Priority settlements have been sdected on
the basis of:
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() the size of the centre and the range of services available;
(i) the avallability of water and sewerage fadilities,

(i)  theleve of resdentia demand; and

(iv)  theavaldbility of suitable building land.

Killucan-Rathwire has been identified as a priority settlement for development where
development pressure can be channelled in a sustainable manner.

STRATEGIC AIM OF THE VILLAGE PLAN

TO SET OUT A CLEAR FRAMEWORK FOR THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
OF KILLUCAN-RATHWIRE IDENTIFYING SUFFICIENT SUITABLE LANDS FOR
FUTURE HOUSNG, INDUSTRY, COMMERCE, OPEN SPACE USES AND
COMMUNITY FACILITIES WHILST PROTECTING AND PRESERVING THE
VILLAGE'S INTRINSC CHARACTER, HERITAGE AND AMENITY AND MAKING
A POSTIVE CONTRIBUTION TO AN IMPROVEMENT IN QUALITY OF LIFE

The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific
devdopment issues affecting KillucarRathwire. The zoning provisons are indicated
on the Zoning Plan, see Mgp 1. A flexible zoning policy is consdered gppropriate for
KillucanRathwire, given the sze and function of the village. It is the intention of the
Panning Authority that the zoning of particular aress for a paticular use shdl not in
itself exclude other uses in that area provided they are compatible with the dominant
use.

The zoning objectives, matrix content and development control standards are included
in the County Development Plan.

The Village Plan addresses the exising townscape qudity of the centrd core of
Killucan-Rathwire and identifies opportunities for environmenta enhancement of the
commercid aea  Environmentd Improvement Proposds ae indicated on the
Townscape Appraisal Plan, see Map 2.

In generd the Village Plan for Killucan-Rathwire is desgned to promote certainty and
focus and direct development to appropriate locations. It is within the framework of
the plan that public services will be provided and investment decisons made. This
Pan should be read in conjunction with relevant policies and objectives of the County
Deveopment Plan.

Under the provisons of Section 1.2 (V) of the County Development Plan, Westmeeth
County Development Board has produced the County Development Strategy. The
Strategy outlines the economic, socid and cultura development of Westmeeth over
the next 10 years, between 2002-2012. Westmeath County Council is committed to
ensuring that the visons gods and objectives of the Strategy ae implemented
through the Council’ s policy statements and documents including this Village Plan.

GOALSOFTHE PLAN
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1.20 Theoverdl drategic gods of the Plan are asfollows:
To implement the policies and objectives of the County Development Plan.

To sudan and enhance the role of KillucanRathwire as a community and
commercid service centre to the surrounding rura hinterland.

To provide for the orderly expansion of the village.

To ensure that sufficient and suitably located land is identified to meet the
land use needs of the various functions of the village over the plan period.

To facilitate the provison of employment generding land to afford the
opportunity to live and work within the village.

To ensure that the necessary road infrasiructure, public utilities and services,
recregtiona and community facilities are avalable to satisfy the development
needs of the village whether provided by the developer, by way of joint
venture with the Loca Authority or by the Locd Authority itsaf.

To fadlitate the provison of improved amenities within the village, and to
secure the redevelopment and renewa of obsolete aress.

To secure safe and convenient movement corridors within the area, including
pedestrian and cycle paths.

To enhance the environment of the village induding the renewd of obsolete
areas and the preservation of buildings and other features of archaeologicd,
higtoric, artistic, culturd or socid interest.
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PROFILE AND RESOURCE BASE

CONTEXT

This plan covers the settlements of Killucan and Rathwire, two villages located besde
one another in the south-east of the county. For the purpose of this plan, the two
villages are consgdered as one unit, Killuca+Rathwire, located approximatdy 3.75
miles north-west of Kinnegad, 6.5 miles east of Mullingar, and 34 miles west of
Dublin. The settlement is based upon the road network of the R156 to Mullingar and
loca roads L1015, L1501, L1007, and L1021 (to Kinnegad/Crookewood, Delvin,
Miltownpass). The village occupies a pleasant Ste amongst undulating hills, and there
is an abundance of good mature vegetation around the settlement.
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Figure 1: Regional Context

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
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An abbey was dleged to have been built in Killucan by & Lucian and destroyed by
Cromwdl and the monks put to desth. The present-day Church of Irdand, S
Etchen's, is built on the Ste of the old Abbey.

A cadtle cdled Rathwire, the Fort of Guaire, was erected by Hugh De Lacy a short
digance away, of which only the foundatiions are a present discernible. A
subterrainean tunne is thought to exist between the abbey and the moat of Rathwire.
King John stayed in the castle on histour of new lands conquered by his barons.

The villages dreet pattern reflects its historicad development. The settlement evolved
dowly as a market town at the Killucan end of e village and prospered accordingly.
The mgority of services available today are located in this part of the settlement. The
village of Rathwire developed from the castle moat and did not prosper to the same
extent. Neverthdess, it did maintain its own identity, which gill exigts today.

POPULATION

The population of Killucan-Rathwire has subgtantially increased in the period since
1996. Trendsin population are set out below:

1991 1996 2002 '91-96 96102
% change % change
Killucan-Rathwire 366 357 623* -2.52% +74.5%
County 63,379 63,314 72,027 +2.3% +13.8%
Source: Census of Population
* Egtimate

During the period 1991 -1996 there was a amdl decline in the population of Killucan
Rathwire. Between 1996 and 2002 the village experienced a sharp rise in population.
This subdantid growth is explaned by increesng pressure for commuter based
devdopment. At present it is edimated that the village's population is approximatdy
623 persons (201 houses a 3.1 per house i.e. 47 dwellings completed within housng
developments and 154 other dwellings in the town). There are a number of planning
goplications granted permisson which have yet to commence congruction, or which
have commenced condruction but are not yet occupied (total 89), which when
completed will accommodate an additiond edtimated 276 persons, giving a totd
projected population of 899.

VILLAGE FUNCTIONS

Over much of ther higory towns and villages of the Irish countrysde such as
Killuean and Rathwire have been vitd economic and culturd hubs, profoundly
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influencing, as wel as being influenced by their rurd hinterlands. The chdlenge into
the future is to sustain and enhance the viability and diversty of such settlements by
pursuing their gppropriate development and growth

The village of KillucantRathwire contains an extendve range of fadlities greetly
enhanced by the provison of a community centre in Rathwire by locd community
interests. This caters for a number of community participation and training schemes,
while the parish hdl facilities provide a vitd socid outlet within the village. The
main function of the village is as a savice centre for the agricultura hinterland much
of which is provided to the Killucan end of the village. The village has a range of
retall faclities providing for convenience goods and sarvices, including shops, public
houses, and a pogt office. It aso contains a B&B. Other facilities include a hedth
centre, garda dation, créche and child care operations, catering for 34 children. The
setlement contains a public park, Killucan Park, with picnic areas and tennis and
basketbd| facilities. The village shares a GAA pitch gpproximatey 2.5 km away with
Raharney.

There ae a number of churches located within the village, S Joseph’'s Roman
Catholic Church, St. Etchen’s Church of Irdand and a Presbyterian Church no longer
in use as such. A monagtery and nursng home of the &. Camillus Order are Stuated
in the south-western corner of the village, and permisson had been granted for
another nursing home as part of a development on the Glebe House lands.

. Joseph's primary school is located near the cemetery in Rathwire and has
goproximately 132 pupils. A seconday school, & Columbas College, with
approximately 150 students, is Stuated on the Delvin Road in Killucan.

BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

KillucavRathwire has developed with two centrd nodes, Killucan and Rathwire. The
settlement of Killucan grew around the Abbey. The village developed largdy in a
linear fashion dong the routes into the settlement with a pronounced central core. Due
to the large land holding which the Church of Irdand had, the shape of Killucan was
formed. It became a principd market town and it is from this period that the mgority
of buildings of architectura and historic importance were formed. Building qudity in
the village is mixed with some wedl mantaned sructures However there are a
number of buildings of poor qudity, dong with a few derdict properties and yards,
many |located on prominent sites off the main road.

Rathwire developed directly beow the Cadle of Hugh De Lacy. It is manly
comprised of a main sreet with the most notable building being S. Joseph’s Cathalic
Church. The other gtreet in the settlement is comprised of a low of artisan dwdlings
of architecturd note. Peast uses of the initidly short main street were composed of a
church, school and hotd (no longer in exigence) Stuated within a short distance of
eech other in a typicaly compact settlement. Buildings fronted onto the roadway,
holding the building line and creating a strong Streetscape.
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In the intervening years and up to the present day, the village character of Killucan
and especidly Rathwire has gradudly been somewhat eroded. New development on
the main dreet has often faled to take consderation of the previous character and
pattern of the settlement. A number of the new buildings reate poorly to the context
of the pre-exising ones in terms of their bulk, scae, depth and desgn materids. A
feature of some of the new development has been excessve sat-backs. This has
diminished the intimacy of the village experience and dreetscape, while backland
development has fractured some of its structure. A feature of both core areas in recent
years is the development of one-off ribbon housng development, which has emerged
aong the gpproach roads into the village.

A consequence of the decline of the Irish village has been the dretching of ther
morphology and eroson of ther fabric, especidly in response to the overbearing
influence of the car in modern society. One of the greatest transformations of the
village of Rathwire which has occurred in the past 4 to 5 years has been the surge in
the development of suburbantype housing to the east of the village This urban
generated car-based development has paid little attention to the origind settlement
pattern of the village and has dispersed the compact character of the settlement.
Moreover, increesng centralisation of services to the larger certres is weakening the
faoric of the more remote countrysde and intensfying the encroachment of urban
influences.

Like Killucan, the qudity of the older dructures varies with some in good repar
while others have been given less care and attention.

The sHtlement of KillucavRathwire shows a dgnificant use of donework and
detalling, much of which is reflected in the more higoricd buildings and to a lesser
extent the newer developments in the village. A prominent fegture in the area is the
abundance of attractive sone walls enhancing the character of the place.

The landscape character in Killucan/Rathwire is quite digtinctive. The topography of
the area consds of a reatively fla but mildly contoured agricultural landscape with
an abundance of archaeological Stes, monuments and quarries. A Sgnificant number
of naive mature and exotic trees are present in the village area and especidly around
the lands of the Glebe and the Vedtry. The open landscape and trees provide a
gonificant visud bresk and attractive landscape feature between both villages. Trees
and other such landscape features play an important role in adding to the character
and townscgpe of the village. South of the village is the Riversown River which in
the past provided the energy to work a number of mills in the aea. Within 1 mile of
the village is the ggnificant amenity feature of the Royd Cand, a proposed Naturd
Heritage Area, which has immense potentid for locd community and tourist
recregtion.

| NFRASTRUCTURE

Water Supply
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The village water supply is part of the Mullingar Regiond Water Supply Scheme.

Foul Drainage

The exising sawage trestment plant serves both Killucan and Rathwire and is located
to the south east of the settlement. It has a present reached its capacity of 600
population equivaent. It is proposed to upgrade the sysem and the Council is
currently conddering tenders for the extenson of the trestment works to 2,500
population equivaent. Works are due to commence mid-2003.

Developers will be required to take cognisance of the Planning Authority drainage
plans and reguirements in the preparation of planning submissons.  Temporary
arangements for deding with foul sewerage may be consdered subject to the
devdopment being capable of integration into the proposed network and suitable
arangements in reation to the mantenance and eventua connection of same beng
entered into with the Council. Environmenta Impact and design qudity shal be used
as criteria to determine the suitability of such arrangements.

Surface Water Drainage

The Riversown River is the principal surface water collector. Developers will be
required to provide surface water outfdls, congructed to the County Councils
gandards and will need to demondrate that sufficient capacity exists in receptor water
COUrSEsS.

Transportation

The Nationd Development Plan 2000 — 2006 provides for the upgrade of the N4 from
Kilkock to the Mullingar bypass and the new southerly N6. This will improve
journey times to Kinnegad, which in turn will benefit the location and community of
Killucar+ Rathwire.

The County Council is keen to promote, improve and enhance exiding public
transport services within the County to provide opportunity for travel to Dublin, and
elsawhere, other than by private car. Centra to this it is the Council’s policy to
promote the re-opening of Killucen daion on the man Dublin — Sigo ral ling
including provison of adequate park and ride facilities.

Electricity

The Pamning Authority will co-operate with and facilitate the ESB in providing
additiona sub-dations and power lines in the area as the need for increased eectricd
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power arises. Care will be taken to ensure that dl overhead power lines do not unduly
detract from the visud amenities of the area. In certain circumstances, particularly in
resdentid areas, the undergrounding of wires and cables may be required to protect
the visua and resdentia amenities of an area.

Gas

The Panning Authority will ensure that every opportunity is teken to fecilitate the
needs and requirements of Bord Gais in providing the infrastructure for piped gas in
the Village.
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3.3

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY

The future development of Killucan-Rathwire in the period 2003 — 2009 is based on
the neighbourhood concept. The basic principles of the neighbourhood concept are
underpinned by the am of securing more sudtainable patterns of development.
Access to employment, shopping, education, hedth, leisure and socid facilities are dl
important criterion in determining where future housing growth should be directed.
Accesshility to such facilities is dso a key dement, and housing should be directed to
locations where waking and cycling to shops, the locd primary school and aress of
open space are easly achieved.

HOUSING

Killucan-Rathwire has experienced consgderable pressure for resdentia development
in recent years owing primaily to its close proximity and accesshility to the Grester
Dublin Area.  Much of this suburban-type development has affected the character of
the exiging villagee The Pamning Authority condders KillucanRathwire to be
suitable for some further resdentid development owing to its accesshility and its
range of socid and community services, consequently it has been designaed in the
Westmeath County Development Plan as a priority settlement for growth over the
period 2002-2008. Significant potentid exigs to incorporate this infill development
within the pre-exigting village cores and to this end it would be expected that any new
developments would be of a dendty, character and architecturd qudity that would
contribute to the consolidation of the villages streetscape, and not purdy a replication
of more suburban styles of development appropriate to mgor urban aress. Killucan is
a visudly pleasng settlement and development in the village can offer an opportunity
to conserve and enhance the settlement.

It is edimated that the population of Killucan-Rathwire is gpproximady 623 a the
present. Accounting for exiging committed development, that being planning
pemissons for housng which have not yet commenced or which have been
commenced but not occupied, the population of the village is expected to grow by an
additiond esimated 276 persons, giving a totad projected population of 889.
Therefore, a further increase of some 1600 people will utilise the future potentiad
capacity of the treatment plant.
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The totd amount of additiona undeveloped land which has been zoned for resdentia
purposes in the plan is gpproximately 47 acres. Allowing for public open space
requirements of a least 10%, usng a housng densty of 8 dwelings per acre and the
national household number average of 3.1 persons, the 47 acres potentialy yields a
future additiond population of some 1049 people.

In addition to this projected increase in population of 1049 people, it is envisaged that
potential  population increeses from additiond mixed use deveopment within the
village centre and expanded village centre will generate a potentid population in the
region of 372 persons. In totd an overal population in the region of 2310 on current
zoned lands.

It is the intention of the plan to ensure that the village develops with a digtinct urban
desgn qudity, building upon its background as a heritage village, and that the scde
and dendty of such development is appropriate to its character. It is dso intended to
aval of every opportunity to improve the physicd fabric of the village. The character
would be further enhanced by improvements to the dreet finishes, footpaths and
public doman generdly, and by the redevdopment of key neglected dStes and
obsolete aress.

Strategic Objectives

To secure the provison of high qudity, socid and affordable and sustainable
resdentiad  accommodation in sufficient supply to meet the demand for new
houses in Killucan-Rathwire.

To secure a high gandard of residentia design and encourage the ‘creation of
places with a sene of locd didinctiveness and legihility. Including
imaginative and interesting layout with a range of house typesdyles and a
range of dengities.

To prevent ribbon development and suburbanisation as it militates agangt the
organised development of towns and villages. It is the objective of the council
to ensure that this does not occur particularly on radia routes from the village.

To secure a high sandard of landscaping in resdentid developments, with the
provison of adequate public and private open space, amenity areas and
pedestrian links.

To secure high qudity resdentid uses as pat of mixed use development on
backlands as part of an expanded village core.

To secure adequate childcare facilities within new residentia developments.
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Palicy

Having regard to the above drategic objectives it is the Planning Authority’s policy,
that:

H1 In accordance with the Guidelines on Resdential Density issued by the
Department of the Environment and L ocal Gover nment:

In appropriate locations, those being backlands and lands adjacent to the
village centre, that a guiding densty of 14 — 20 dwellings per acre be
considered.

For lands close to the village centre, that a guiding density of 10 — 14
dwellings per acre be considered.

For residential developments located on the approaches into the villages,
that a guiding density of 8 — 10 dwellings per acre be considered.

Only in exceptional circumstances will developments of less than 8
dwellings per acre be considered.

H2  To require developers to finance the full costs of piped services, public
lighting and other infrastructure which facilitate all new resdential
developments, including roads, footpaths, piped services and other
facilities, whether within or outside the site.

H3  Torequire developers of new housing developments to provide open space
aufficient to accommodate informal play areas and areas of amenity open
space.

H4  Toprotect and improveresdential amenitiesin existing resdential areas.

H5 To ensure that all housing developments on sites in excess of 1.0 hectare
have a variety of dwelling types, styles and sizes and are complimentary
to each other in terms of design, height and use of materials.

H6  To ensure that the character of the village is maintained by ensuring that
boundary treatments to all new developments within the village are
consstent and utilise materials indigenous to the area. The Council aim
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to ensure that existing boundaries of character and value are retained
wher e appropriate within new developments.

H7 To ensure that all new housing developments on sites in excess of 0.1
hectare or more than 4 dwelling units respect the requirements for social
and affordable housing as set out in the Council’sHousing Strategy.

H8  To ensure all new residential development caters for childcare facilities at
arate of onefacility per 75 dwellings.

H9 To ensure that open space is linked through new and existing
devdopments, which  will provide for the incorporation of
amenity/ecological corridors and alternative secure pedestrian accesses to
community amenities and facilities.

H10 To require developers to provide a planted buffer zone of mixed native
species to the south of any developments in Rathwire, as indicated on
Map 2, in order to protect the visual amenity of the Riverstown River and
the Royal Canal.

RETAIL/COMMERCIAL

Killucan-Rathwire is an important locd retail and commercid centre with a number
of shops pubs and community faciliies  The Planning Authority condders it
important to protect the exiding retail/commercid function of the village to meet the
needs of the exiging populaion and to expand the range of services to sudain the
proposed population.

Promote the village of KillucanRathwire as a sarvice centre for its rurd hinterland.
Any development of this nature wishing to locate to the generd area of the settlement
ghdl be directed to within the confines of the areas dedgnated for village centre
activities.

Any applications for retall deveopment in  Killucan-Rathwire will need to be
conggent with the policies in this plan and those of the County Development Plan.
Cognisance needs to be taken of The Retall Strategy for Westmesth. In smdler
villages and towns such as KillucavRahwire it is important that the exiding
provison of retal deveopment is mantaned and enhanced in the interets of
sudanability and in the interests of ensuring that dl residents of the county have easy
access to basic convenience goods.
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3.12

Strategic Objectives

To mantain and consolidate the role of Killucan-Rathwire as a locd retail and
commercid centre.

To ensure that as the population of the area expands there are a sufficient retail
outlets to meet the needs of residents of the area.

To encourage retal development schemes to provide a variety of unit Szes
compatible with the character of the areain which they are Stuated.

Policy

RC1 To permit the provison of new small scale retail development and
commercial outlets of a range and type consistent with the growth of the
village and located in an expanded mixed use village core.

RC2 To require that provison be made for adequate car and cycle parking in
respect of new retail and commercial development in accordance with the
Planning Authority’s standardsfor retail/commercial uses.

RC3 To ensure that the scale, layout, form and design of all new retail
development is appropriate and respects and enhances its townscape
setting.

EMPLOYMENT & ENTERPRISE

It is Council policy to provide for employment generating uses in KillucanRathwire
and attract inward invesment. Employment opportunities should be provided localy
to offer grester opportunity for residents to find work localy and to reduce the need to
travel to work. Two sites of gpproximately 5 acres have been identified, one south
west of the village of Rathwire and the Riversown River on exiding agriculturd land
and the other located on the esstern fringes of the Village of Rathwire, both of an
adequate distance so0 as to be detached from the village to protect amenity and prevent
through traffic but aso close enough to provide employment opportunities within
waking digance.

KillucaWRathwire has hidoricdly been a savice centre for the surrounding
hinterland.  While the village has itsdf never been an indudrid centre, a number of
enterprises exig within and near the town. There are currently limited employment
opportunities localy and consderation needs to be given to the requirements of a
future resdent population.
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3.14

Strategic Objectives

To identify sufficdent land for light indudrid/technologicd developments with
prominent road frontage.

Policy

E1l  To encourage opportunities for rural divergfication locally and to zone
land where appropriate for light industrial/technological related
activities.

E2 To require developers to pay the full cost of all infrastructure, which
facilitates development, including roads, piped services, footpaths and
other utilities.

E3 To ensure landscaping of employment generating uses is to a high
gandard including hard and soft landscaping and appropriate boundary
treatment/ planting.

E4 It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the continuity and encourage the
expansion of enterprises having regard to the protection of the amenity
and economic value of neighbouring properties.

TOURISM

Killucan is within easy reach of lakes, cands, rivers, bogs, and many more lesure
pursuts, while the higoricd and archaeologicd remains are dill extant in the village
and the surroundings display condderable potentid for the development of tourism.
To date tourism has been rdatively underdeveloped within the village area.

Killucan comes within the Royd Cand Corridor, identified as a long distance linear
park linked to the capitd, and has potentia to be developed as such with a range of
amenity and recregtiond fadilities. In the Regiond Tourism Plan 2000-2006, the
Midlands East Regiond Tourism Authority (MERTA) propose that the man aress of
tourism activity will be angling, boding, cruisng, ecology and waking, while
locations such as Killucan dong the cand system will develop a riversde amenity.
Accommodation will be developed in line with the growth in vigtor demand and will
essentialy consst of Irish Home or sdlf-catering accommodation.

Strategic Objectives:
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3.16

To promote the development of tourism in the village and surrounding area in
a sugtainable way and in partnership with the Midlands East Regiond Tourism
Authority through the conservation, enhancement and promotion of the town's
built and naturd environment.

To encourage the development of Killucan as a tourist location in conjunction
with the devdopment of the Roya Cand corridor and its presence on a
European Cycling Route.

To encourage, improve and expand the Region's specid interest tourism
product base, which will apped to arange of specia-interest groups.

To promote the architecturd, hitoricd and heritage features within the village
a pat of the ovedl encouragment of Killuca/Rahwire as a tourist
degtination.

Palicy:

TM1 To encourage sustainable market led tourism developments of an
appropriate scale while at the same time maintaining the quality of the
environment.

TM2 To consder the potential for the possible development of a tourist
information centre within the village area.

TRANSPORTATION

Although drategicdly located close to the intersection of two nationd routes at
Kinnegad, KillucanRathwire does not experience heavy through-traffic. A number of
loca roads lead into the village and the man dreet of Killucan serves as the
commercid axis, with associated on-street parking. Car use prevails, and parking
pressure aso occurs a school drop-off/collection times. Prior to the closure of the
dation, Killucan was served by the Dublin-Sligo railway line. Bus Eireann operates
savices to and from Mullingar and Dublin on a daly bass, with a further connection
to Longford on Saturdays. There is a limited local bus service in the village area, run
on acommunity initiative.

The re-opening of the Killueen Saion on the Dublin-Sigo line would greetly
enhance the villages accesshility and is seen as important for other nearby
population centres.

Strategic Objectives
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To provide and fecilitate greater access to modes of transport other than the
private car, such as bus, coach, rail, etc.

To provide for an area contiguous to the railway dation to be kept free from
development in the event that the rallway daion is re-opened and potential
uses are not precluded i.e. park and ride

To promote waking and cyding by mantaning and enhancing exising
facilities to provide a convenient, safe and pleasant environment.

To reserve access points to undeveloped zoned lands and require developers of
land to contribute to the cost of any proposed access road.

To encourage and facilitate community initistives to provide bus-based loca
trangport for the community.

To encourage provison of bus hdting/sst down points outsde schools to
fecilitate safety and access.

Policy

T1 To investigate the provision of off-street car parking and cycle parking
areas within the village core.

T2 To promote the re-opening and use of Killucan Station on the Dublin-
Sligorail line.

T3 To enhance pedestrian and cycle permeability from the centre of the
village to the development boundary on all access roads, in association
with further development in the village.

T4 To require developers, in conjunction with the Planning Authority, to
provide accesses to the rear of existing commercial propertiesin Killucan,
in order to promote the development of backlands and also to aid the
provision of off-street car parking facilities, asin Map 2.

T5 To require developers, in conjunction with the Planning Authority, to
provide an access to facilitate development of backlands to the north west
of Killucan, asin Map 2.
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3.17

3.18

3.19

T6 To require developers, in conjuntion with the Planning Authority, to
provide for an access in Rathwire to facilitate the possible development of
a pitch, community facilitiesand car parking, asin Map 2.

RECREATION, AMENITY AND OPEN SPACE

The Panning Authority recognises the role open space plays in creating quality
hedthy environments and providing fadilities for the youth of the community and it
shdl seek to ensure a hierarchy of integrated open spaces, both passve and active,
that will benefit the community asawhole.

A specific area well located, of some 10 acres in $ze, has been identified to the east
of the villages for community sports provison. It is envisaged that this identified area
provide for the community and sporting needs of the villages. The dte area identified
would be large enough to provide for pitch sports changing facilities, a community
building and car parking. It is proposed that the landwill be trandferred to Westmesth
County Council. The Council will hold the lands for open space, sporting recreationa
uses and under the terms of a Section 183 Agreement (Local Government Act 2001) a
long leese will be given to utilise the lands in any pat or in full, for sports and
recreational uses agreed by the Council.

KillucanRathwire has a good provison of recreationd and amenity advantages,
induding a wdl-esablished Vvillage park with picnic and tennis facilities, the
Riversown River and mill race and, some smal woodland areas within the plan area
and, a a somewhat greater distance, the Royd Cand. The abundance of stone wals
and mature trees in the area contributes Sgnificantly to the amenity of the village.

3.20 Some of the more recent resdentid development in Rathwire has had a
ggnificant visud impact on the cand-sde amenity. To counteract this, it is proposed
to require the provison of a screening/buffer zone of mixed-species coniferous and
deciduous whips/semi-mature trees in any further proposas for development. As part
of the Council’s generd promotion of the tourism industry in Westmeeth, the County
Devdopment Plan contains a gpecid inititive to encourage increased usage of the
Roya Cand for barges, walkers etc.

Strategic Objectives

To provide for, protect and improve the provison, attractiveness and
accesshility of public open space, and most especidly the village parks,
intended for use for recreational or amenity purposes.

To preserve and enhance areas of recognised character, historic landscapes,
protected structures, townscapes, streetscapes, stone wadls, fine views, open
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Palicy

Os1

0s2

03

o+

0s5

0S6

0S7

land, cands and other recognised heritage and amenity assets dong with ther
attendant settings, for purposes of amenity, recreation and tourism.

To have the preservetion of trees as a prime congderation in the determination
of applications for Sites containing trees of amenity value.

To impose a development levy on residential developments for the
provison of recreational, sporting and amenity services as a contribution
towards the cost of the provison of a community sports facility within the
village.

To require developers to retain existing stone walls, trees, shrubs and
hedges and protect these from damage during construction. Where it is
agreed with the Planning Authority that tree/hedge removal is necessary
for example, for access purposes, these shall be replaced within the ste
with appropriate species as agreed with the Planning authority.

To protect and enhance the open nature of lands between urban areas and
guard against over development.

To preserve existing public rights of way and develop new pedestrian
ways connecting development areasto thevillage centres, (see Map 2).

To protect views, prospects and settings of amenity value through
appropriate land-use zoning.

To incorporate the tourism and amenity potential of the river and canal
into this village plan and ensure that these roles are not threatened by
development.

To provide a planted buffer zone to ameliorate the visual impact of new
development along the Rathwire end of the village and on the visual
amenity of the canal.

Specific Objectives

The following are the Planning Authority’s specific objectives with regard to open
gpace and amenity.



Westmeath County Council: Killucan-Rathwire Draft Village Plan 2004 — 2010:

21

3.14

To ensure tha a green area is mantained between Killucan and Rathwire in

order to prevent amagamation of the two centres and digtortion of ther
character.

To provide a children’s play area in the village park, community sports area or
in committed new housing development in the Rathwire area.

To secure the development of a linear walkway and amenity area dong the
banks of the river and extend pededrian linkages where practicable to the
Royd Cand and provide for pedestrian and green linkages to the village
centre ether through individua development proposds or through the
goplication of development levies.

To zone appropriate lands for a community sports facility including a pitch,
changing facilities, associated built community facilities and car parking.

To protect and ensure access to the old mass path between the primary school
and the Glebe Lands.

The identification and maintenance of recredtiond amenity routes for waking
and cydling to link with the Roya Candl.

To request, where gppropriate, the submisson of a comprehensve tree survey
with any application on landscgpe where mature trees are a feature and to
condgder the making of Tree Presarvation Orders for the trees of specid
amenity vaue.

VILLAGE CENTRE AND URBAN RENEWAL

3.22 The built environment and the manner in which buildings dructures and
goaces relate to one another influences the qudity of the environment and are
important in cregting a sense of place. It is an environment that congtantly evolves to
meet our changing needs. The Planning Authority recognises the importance of new
devdopment and urban renewd in mantaning an dtractive and vibrant village centre
in KillucarRathwire. The Planning Authority aso recognises and welcomes efforts
by locd busnesses and propety owners in enhancing the appearance of ther
premises, which can make important contributions to the overdl qudity of the
townscape.

Strategic Objectives
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To sudain and enhance the vitdity and viability of the village centres in both
Killucan and Rahwire through the drengthening of the mix of uses and the
refurbishment or appropriate redevelopment of existing buildings and Sites.

To secure the development of backlands and vacant lands on the edge of the
village centre for appropriate mixed-use development, in line with the growth
of the village.

To secure re-use of vacant first floor premises within the village centre.

To secure the redevelopment and/or refurbishment of derdlict or rundown
properties

To secure the enhancement of the dreetscgpe of KillucanRathwire village
through the appropriate design of buildings and dterations at development and
redevelopment stage.

To prepare a Village Design Statement for Killucan-Rathwire.

Policy

VC1l In consdering mixeduse developments within the areas designated as
mixed use village centre and mixed use expanded village centre upon Map
1 the following mechanism will be applied:

no less than two separate planning uses will normally be allowed (i.e.
retail/residential or retail/officesetc.);

where two separate planning uses are proposed, no one singular use will
prevail in termsof >70% of thetotal gross floor space;

where more than two separate uses are proposed, no one singular use will
prevail in terms of >50% of the total gross floor space.

3.23  Without such a mechaniam it is recognised that one predominant use may preval on
such dedgnated lands. Mixed-use deveopments in  townhillage centres ae
gopropriate in attaining sustainable development objectives, creating opportunities to
live, work, shop etc. within urban environments and rurad settlement centres and
reduce the propensity to travel by the private car.
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3.24 The Plaming Authority wishes to ensure that such development is sengtively carried
out and condgent with the desgn principles outlined in the County Development

Plan.

Commercial Core Proposals

A number of dtes have been identified for redevelopment/refurbishment in the village
centre. It is proposed to drengthen the commercia base of the village centre by
encouraging appropriate re-development of these Sites.

CC1

cC2

CC3

CC4

M arket House Site

This is an important landmark dte, prominently located at the junction of the
Mullingar Road and Man Street in Killucan. The dte includes the protected
sructure, Market House, as well as a large forecourt and rear yard. The
opportunity exids to sympatheticdly refurbish the exiding propety as an
atractive commercid/mixed use devedopment, which would sgnificantly
consolidate the village core and add to the public ream.

Siteto rear of house, east of Main St. Killucan

The Panning Authority has identified this Ste as an opportunity to improve
the streetscape in the village by infill development in associaion with lands to
the rear of the building.

Land to east of Main Street

This land is presently in multiple ownerships and includes derdict and vacant
gtes, disused buildings and structures and an entrance a a prominent corner
dte. The Panning Authority has identified this aea as one tha would
contribute pogtivedy to the village core through its redevelopment. The
Panning Authority will pogtively encourage redevelopment of this areq,
incorporating mixed use/commercid/village centre use, dreet frontage and
high quaity design. Redevelopment of these lands may aso enable access to
the undeveloped backland further east.

Site north of L-1015

This dte is a large ste on the approach road to Killucan from Crookedwood
and is currently used as a yard. The Planning Authority has identified this as
an opportunity sSte which could be appropriately redeveloped for more
intensve mixed usetown centre use. Development at this Ste should include
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3.25

3.26

3.27

good street fontage and high qudity design appropriate to the village. It dso
has potentid to provide accessto landsto its rear.

CC5 Terraceof singlestory stone dwellings.

This row of buildings, some of which are derdlict, are of locd character and
diginctiveness and important to the character of the village. There is a large
amount of land to their rear. The Planning Authority has identified these as
being appropriate for redevelopment for commercid or mixed use and will
support their redevelopment, possibly as amdl-scale workshops.

CC6 Village Square, Rathwire

It is proposed to develop some form of village square in Rathwire to be based
around the Catholic church and to provide a focus of public space in the
village, see Map 2.

CC7 An Environmental Improvement Scheme is proposed in the core areas of
both villages asindicated on the townscape appraisal map.

Environmenta  improvement  within the village core is vitd to the future
success of the village, and will assg in atracting further invesment. Tree
avenue planting, footpath widening, provison for bus shdters, cycle parking,
paving and street furniture will assist in enhancing the character of the village.

PRESERVATION AND CONSERVATION

The built environment forms an important part of our culturd heritage. The physica
survivas of our past are to be vaued and protected as a centrd part of our common
heritage. Their presence adds to the qudity of our lives, by enhancing the familiar and
udaning the sense of locd didinctiveness, which is an important aspect of the
character and appearance of our towns, villages and countryside.

The Planning Authority congders it desrable that buildings and features of higtoric
and architectural importance are protected for the enjoyment and benefit of future
generdtions. In paticular the Planning Authority recognises the wedth of such
buildings and features that exig in Killucat+Rathwire and the qudity and importance
of their settings.

The Panning Authority recognises the value of mature trees and hedgerows in
Killucan-Rathwire, not only as habitats for wildlife but aso for ther contribution to
the character of the settlement. Development should take place in such a way as to
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incorporate the amenities offered by exigting trees and hedgerows, and also crosses,
pumps and stone walls which are common in the area.

Strategic Objectives

To compile and maintain a Record of Protected Structures to afford statutory
protection of the architecturd heritage, which is of gpecid architecturd,
higoricdl, archeeologicd, atigtic, culturd, scientific, socid or technica
interest.

To protect from damage archaeologicd dtes and monuments identified in the
Plan areain consultation with Dichas.

To secure the preservation of archaeologicd monuments included in the
Record of Monuments as established under Section 12 of the Nationd
Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994 and of dtes, features and objects of
archaeologicd interest generdly.

To protect and preserve stone walls, existing hedgerows and hedthy mature
and developing trees by incorporaing them into the Ste layout of any new
devdopments and to encourage new planting and the replacement of lost
hedgerows and trees using native species.

Policy

PC1 Prohibit any development, alterations or modifications to the buildings
and other features listed in table 3.1 below, that would detract from or
destroy the essential character of the building or featureslisted.

PC2 To identify structures of local character and distinctiveness as part of the
townscape appraisal (Map 2).

PC3 Refer all planning applications for development that would impinge upon
any known or recorded structures, monument or archaeological sStes to
Duchas, and, where considered necessary on the advice of Duchas, to
prohibit any development that would irreplaceably damage any such
structure, monument or ste.

PC4 Refer all planning applications for development that would have a
congructional impact upon riverine, lacustrine, intertidal and sub-tidal
environments to Duchas. These environments may contain underwater
archaeological monuments and sites that are unknown and therefore not
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3.28

3.29

PC5

PC7

recorded. The Planning Authority, where considered necessary on the
advice of Duchas, shall prohibit any development that would irreparably
damage any such monument or site.

Refer all planning applications for development in a certain location or of
a cetain dze or nature that would have implications for the
archaeological heritage to Duchas, and where considered necessary on the
advice of Duchas, shall be made subject to an archaeological assessment.
Such developments include those located at or close to archaeological
monuments or sites, those that are extensive in terms of area (1/2 hectare
or more) or length (1 kilometre or more) and developments that require
an Environmental Impact Assessment.

To protect groups of trees and woodland as set out in Table 3.4 and to
consider the making of Tree Preservation Orders for the trees listed in
Table3.5.

The following table refers to Protected Structures identified in the 1994 County
Development Plan and which is proposed to retain as part of this Plan.

TABLE 3.1
EXISTING PROTECTED STRUCTURES
DESCRIPTION LOCATION

St. Etchen’s Church Killucan
Market House Killucan
Glebe House Killucan
House opposite the Market House Killucan
House with ionic doorcase* Killucan
Beside the bank is a house* Killucan
Next is a house with avery good, blocked —

architrave doorcase* Killucan
5-bay, 2-storey house facing the Mullingar Road Killucan
Formerly Casserlys Shopfront Killucan
Ennis' Shop Front Killucan
Catholic Church Rathwire
Rathwire House Rathwire

The following structures are consdered worthy of addition to the Council’s Record of
Protected Structures and further invedtigations as to their architecturd/heritage merits
will be carried out.
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331

TABLE 3.2
STRUCTURES OF LOCAL CHARACTER AND DISTINCTIVENESS
DESCRIPTION LOCATION
2 storey stone house with adjoining single storey Killucan
dwellings
GreenhillsHouse Killucan
Presbyterian Church Killucan
St. Etchen’s Killucan
Killucan House Rathwire
Gate lodge to Riverstown House Rathwire

The following table, 3.3, ligs the archaeologicd monuments and dtes within the
boundaries of the village.

TABLE 3.3
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MONUMENTSAND SITES
MONUMENT REFERENCE DESCRIPTION
WM-020-120 Ringfort (Rath/Cashel)
WM -020-125 Motte and Bailey
WM-020-128 Church
WM-020-135 Wayside Cross

The following table refers to Tree Preservation Orders identified in the 2002 County
Development Plan.

TABLE 3.4
TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS
REF/ DESCRIPTION LOCATION
T9- Treesin the grounds of St. Etchen’s Church Killucan
T10- Treesin the grounds of Glebe House Killucan
TABLE 35
TREE OF SPECIAL AMENITY VALUE
REF/ DESCRIPTION LOCATION
TP1 - Ring of Trees overlooking Cath. Church Rathwire
TP2—Trees in grounds of Riverstown House Rathwire
TP3—Treesin grounds of Greenhills Killucan
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3.32

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES

As the population of KillucanRathwire expands, the need for additional educationd,
childcae and community fadlities will aise The Pan zoning has identified
extended zonings for . Joseph's Primary School to 3 acres and St. Columba's
College Secondary School to 5 acres. Additiona lands for schools expanson may
a0 need to be safeguarded when reviewing the plan

Strategic Objectives

Palicy

EC1

EC2

To ensure that there are sufficient and appropriate educational and community
facilities available to meet the needs of residents of the area.

To promote childcare facilities within appropriate locations, such as
resdentid aress, places of employment, or educationd establishments and
where possible convenient to public transport and safe pedestrian routes.

To promote the efficent use of dl community buildings by supporting
effective management and shared use proposals.

To co-operate with and assist statutory and voluntary bodies in the
provison of new educational and community facilities in Killucan-
Rathwire asthe need arises.

To consder the impostion of conditions on al new resdential
development within the area for the purposes of facilitating the provision
of additional educational/community facilities.
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EC3 To identify new or existing locations for childcare facilities and consider
favourably applications for such facilities based on need, accessbility,
public road safety and other Plan policies.






