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Introduction

1 Introduction
1.1 General requiremenis

As required by Article 141 of the SEA Regulations 2004 (S.]. No.
436), this Stalement describes how the Stralegic Envircnmental
Assessment (SEA) process has influenced the preparation of the
Local Area Plan for Creggan (LAPC):

+ How environmental consideralions have been inlegrated into the
LAP,

- How the environmental report and any submissions and
observations received in response lo the public consullation, have
been taken infc account during the preparation of the plan,

The reascns for choosing the plan in light of the olher reasonable
alternatives; and

- The measures decided upon to monitor the significant
environmental effects of implemenlation of the plan.

2 How environmental considerations
have been integrated into the LAP
2.1 Overall approach

Enwvironmental considerations were considered 1hroughoul the plan
making process and integrated into the LAP at the following stages:

1. Screening

This was undertaken according to the environmental significance
criteria contained in Annex 11 (2) of Ihe SEA Directive. The screening
report was informed by the Appropriate Assessment (Slage 1)
screening report carried out by ecological consullants in accordance
with the Habitats Directive,

2. Scoping and Statutory Consultation

The Screening Reporl was submilted to the designaled environmental
authorilies, and a scaping meeling was held wilh the Environmental
Protection Agency

Slrateaic Ervirnrmental 'mpant Statement

3. Environmental Assessment of the draft LAP

The draft plan was assessed in accordance with Lhe requirements ol
the SEA Direclive, Habitats Directive and SEA Guidelines.

4. Statutory Consultation on draft LAP and SEA Report

The Draft LAP, initial SEA report and Appropriate Assessment reports
were placed on public display for period of 6 weeks, and submitted to
the statutory environmental aulhorities.

5. Manager's Repori on Submissions

Valid submissions were received and a Manager's Report on
submissions was prepared, including detailed submissions from the
EPA

Elected members determined to incorporate the recommendations of
the Manager into the LAP, including 1he miligalion measures outlined
n the inilial SEA and AA reports.

6. LAP amended
The LAP, SEA and AA reports were amended accordingly.

7. Adoption of LAP

The LAP was deemed to be made foliowing lhe elapse of the slatutory
period.

8. SEA Statement

The final Environmental Report and Appropriale Assessment report
will be available, together with this Envirgnmental Statemenl,

Environmental Screening

An Environmenlal Screening exercise was undertaken o asceriain
whether il would be appropriate lo carry oul a full Strategic
Environmenlal Assessment. The evolving content of the draft plan was
assessed against the environmental significance criteria as contained
in Annex Il (2) of the SEA Directive.
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The main envircnmental issues facing Creggan as identified by the
screening exercise comprised:

«  Traffic issues regarding existing local and strategic road
infrastruciure and the polential capacity and congeslion of roads
and junclions

«  Quality and potential vulnerability of the landscape

- Provisicn and capacity of transport infrastructure.

- Capacity and provision of social and community nfrastructure.

«  Capacity and provision of amenily and recrealion.

- Capacity and provision of local infrastructure and services.

+ Vulnerabilily of geclogy and groundwater

«Vulnerability of areas of nalural heritage {flora and fauna)
including designated siles.

< Sensitivity of buill heritage and archaeology.

- Temporary effecls such as construction.

The Screening Report was submitted to the Depariment of
Environment Heritage and Local Government {Development
Applications Unit). the Department of Communications, Marine

and Nalural Resources (Coordinalion Unil). and the Environmental
Protection Agency (Regional Inspeclorate). The responses received
are summarised in the SEA report.



3  Environmental Assessment
of the draft LAP
3.1 SEAReport

An iniial Environmenlal Report (24th June 2010) was prepared 1o
assess he likely signilicant effects of implementing the draft LAP on
the environment. in accordance with Annex 1 of the Direclive.

The Environmental Report eslablished a number ol enviranmenial
objectives and indicators to be taken into account when assessing the
effects of the proposed plan.

The policy and objectives of the draft LAP were appraised in a matrix
formal, informed by the environmental baseline and the descriplions of
potential significant effects and proposed mitigation measures.

The Report summarised the likely significant environmental effects
under the following headings:

Effects of land use and development objeclives

The effects land-use on blodiversity, flora and fauna, soil and water
and malerial assels were deemed to be uncertain due 1o uncertanty
about the spatial expression of urban and landscape struclure
concepts for the plan, the need 1o consider cerlain effects when
delailed proposals are advanced and gaps in cur understanding of the
envirohmenl

Potential effects on populalion and human health were found to
include.

+  Potential for increase in accidents arising from increased traffic
levels,

+  Potential for reduclion in air quality derving from increased traffic
levels, related to new development,

+ Polenlial for adverse effects from consiruction,

+  Potential risk from flooding,

- Polential for adverse effects on existing communily inlrastruciure

Development was considered likely to have a negative impacl on air
quality due to increased traffic and anthropogenic poliutants from the
construction and use of buildings.

Effects of natural and built heritage objectives

Effects on natural and buill heritage were found lo be neutral
or posilive, with some uncertainly in relation to undiscovered
archaeology.

Effecls of walking and cycling objeclives

The efiecls of walking and cycling chjeclives were found to
be positive, with some uncertaintly in relation lo undiscovered
archaeclogy.

Effects of transport and traffic objectives
Polential negative effects were found lo include

+  Polential negative effects of road infrastruclure on flora and fauna.

+  Potential negative effects traffic on residenlial amenity and human
health due 1o congestion and polentially higher accident rates.

- Potential negative effects on air quality from increased traffic
levels,

+  Polenlial negative effects on waler quality due to surface water
run-off from roads etc.

There were uncertain effects on suslainabilily due lc uncertain timing
of public iransport infrastructure oulside of the Planning Authority's
control, and uncertain effecls on undiscovered archaeology.

Effects of open space objectives

The potential effects of open space objeclives on population and
human health, air, cullural hertage and landscape were found 1o be
positive

The potential effect on biodiversily, flora and fauna was found to be
uncertain or negative due the potential for dislurbance

Effects of community and social infrastructure objectives

The plan objeclives for community and social infrastructure were
likely lo have neulral or posilive effects on the environment. Uncertain
effecls stemmed from uncertainties as to the broad location, nature
and extent of the infrastructure.

Effects on local biodiversity, flora and fauna, soil, wera found 1o be
uncertain due to their location in relation to public transport, potential
congeslion and decline in air quality arising from traffic generation.

Effects of Lhe community and social infrastruclure objeclives on
aspects of cullural heritage were also considered 10 be uncerlain

The initial SEA concluded that the drafl Local Area Plan would
conform with the relevant local, regional and national planning policy
relaling to the designalion of Athlone as a linked gateway.

The SEA indicated that the plan would have a combination of
negative. neutral and posilive effecls and identified key information
gaps where more information was needed to properly assess potential
impacls as well as aspects which would require further assessment at
development managemenl stages.

Following consullation with the environmenlal aulhorilies the planning
authority determined 1o address the information gaps identified as
follows:

Preparalion of a Strategic Traffic Impact Assessment;

+  Preparation of Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (including hydro-
geological impact assessment); and

- Preparation cf strategic development concepts for Area A

The findings of these studies informed the recommendations of the
Counly Manager cn Llhe submissions and the plan was amended
accordingly.

As aresult specific measures 1o ensure adeguate capacity in the
road network have been identified and significant additional buffer
areas have been identilied to avoid potential risk of flooding, to avaid
impacling on the hydro-geological regime of Crosswood Bog and

1o avoid downsiream effects on walercourses feeding the Shannon
Callows. Avoidance of developmenl in these areas logether with
objectives to provide bulfers along these corridors will also reduce the
potential for adverse effects on undiscovered archaeoclogical zones of
potential and prolected species of flora and fauna.

Local Area Pan for Creggan (LAPC). Athlore. Co Westmea'r



Environmental Assessment of the draft LAP

The lable below summarises how environmenlal consideralions have

been integraled in the plan:

Effects ol land use and development objectives

Potential significant effects

Proposed mitigation measures

Specific policles and abjectives

Uncertain effects on
biodiversily, flora and fauna

Avoidance of Area B north and easl of M6 pending furlther
study of groundwater condilions.

Preparation of a landscape and urban structure concep! for
Area A to provide greater certainly as 1o Lhe localion. nature
and extent of land uses and development

Buffer to rail and watercourse landscape corridors.
Avoidance of culverting.

Preparation of habital mapping.

Objective to establish a buffer zone around (Crosswood Bog ¢SAC) to ensure lhal there is no impact on the hydrology of he sile.
The buffer zone will extend west and south from the Nalura 2000 site boundary to the exisling M6 motorway and ne development
will be permilted within this area (B1). The extent of Ihe buffer zone may be reassessed once hydrological surveys, and any other
required surveys and assessments, have been undertaken to ensure that there will be no adverse impacls from 1he proposed
developmenl on Lhe integrity of the Natura 2000 [Crosswood Bog SAC] site

Objeclive to provide a 20m corridor along the Al niver and Clonbonny stream.

Objective to have regard to the Shannon Reglonal Fisheries Board Guidelines for Watercourses in Urban Environments in the
preparalion of an overall landscape plan

Omission of objective lo provide amenity roule across or through Crosswood Bog.

Incorporalion of a requirement for major proposals lo be accompanied by a landscape and slructure coneepl taking lo provide
appropriate buffers between development and areas of local biodiversity.

Objective 1o promote the implementation of any Management Plan to be prepared by the NPWS

Incorporation of references 1o Habitals Directive and relevant statules.

Uncerlain effects on soil

Avoidance of Area B norih and easl of M6 pending further
sludy of groundwater condilions.

Objective to promote the implementalion of any Management Plan lo be prepared by the NPWS.,

Uncerain effects on water

Avcidance of Area B north and east of M6 pending further
study of groundwater conditions.

Protect and maintain undeveloped riparian zones and nalural
floodplains along lhe River Shannon and its tribularies.
Implementaticn of South Westmealh Regional Waler Supply
Scheme

Avoidance of abstraction of groundwater from wells.
Assessment of polential impacls of delailed proposals on
groundwater vulnerability.

Implementation of County Waler Conservation Strategy

OCbjeclives lo comply wilh Waler Framework and relevant Directives.

Objective that any alleralion lo lhe surface water drainage in lhe area does not negalively impact upon the surface waler levels within
{Crosswood Bog cSAC)

Objeclive o ensure that all developments within the LAP area adhere to bes! practice and legislalive requirements during operalion
10 prevent discharge of contamipanls and pollulants to surface water or groundwaler. Discharge from any proposed development will
be properly licensed and monitored in accordance with best practice and legislative requirements

Objective o advocate the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) fc Ireat and eliminate polential contamination arising
from diffuse sources such as conslruction or stormwaler runoff.

Ensure compliance with the measures se! oul in the Shannon Internalional River Basin Management Plan

Objective to ensure that any alteration 1o surface waler drainage in the area does not negatively impact on the surface water flow 1o
the Nalura 2000 site.

Recognition of the importance and implementation cf a groundwater protection scheme.

Acknowledgment of lhe need to provide wastewater treatment in parallel wilh new developmenl.

Objective to establish supplemenlary developmenl contributions scheme.

Priorilisation of key infrastructural requirements including Athione Main Drainage. Loughandonning Link Road. and lrain slalion
proposals

Inclusion of groundwaler vulnerabilily mapping.

Stralegie Crvironmental Imozrel Statemen!
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Potential significant effects

Proposed mitigation measures

Effects ol land use and development objectives/(continued)

Specific policies and objectives

Uncertain effects on malerjal
assels

Preparation of strategic development concepls for Area A.
Identification of road infrastructure improvements.
Preparation of Creggan Sewerage Mastemlan
Compliance with retail planning guidelines.

Amendment of draft zoning cbjective 1o remove 'Shops major’,
Objective 10 establish supplemeniary development contributions scheme

Potental for reduction in

air quality deriving from
increased traffic levels related
to new developmen! and
anthropogeric pellulanis
associated with construction
and use of buildings

Promotion ol public transporl and other modes.
Premotion of sustainable building technelogies

Objectives for assessment of the polential cumulative effects of vehicular traffic on the local and strategic road network,
Objeclives lo ensure sustainable design, construclion and management of buildings as part of any EIA process
Requirement for major proposals to be accompanied by an Energy Conservation Slralegy

Polential for adverse effects
from consiruclion

Protect and mainiain undeveloped npanan zones and nalural
floodplains.

Promolion of sustainable urban drainage systems lo intercept
run-cff from roads and hardstandings.

Objeclive to require construclion management plans. prepared as parl of lhe later development management stages.
Objeclive lo ensure best practice measures are implemented during the conslruction phases of development o preven!
conlamination of surface or groundwater

Potential risk from flooding

Avoidance of areas at risk of flooding and compliance with
Flood Risk Management Guidelines in regard to proposals in
areas at risk of flooding.

Objective lo require preparation of a detailed flood risk assessmenl(s) (FRA) at the later development management/EiA stages.

Potenlial for adverse effects
on existing community
infrastructure

Provision of new community infrastructure
Provision of soctal and affordable housing

Obijective to locale community and social infrastructure where walking and cycling and use of public transport can be maximised.

An objective to exlend the Alhlone Town bus service inlo lhe Creggan lands.

An objective to provide an appropriate buffer belween proposed development and established community infrastructure in Characler
Area C.

Objectives in relation 1o new primary school, childcare lacilities, local shopping facilities. recrealicn and leisure facilities, improved
public transport and cycle facilities

Objeclive to provide a network ol play areas in strategic locations overlooked by areas of housing and linked by pedestrian and cycle
palhways.

Policy to reserve 15% of lands zoned for residential or mixed uses for social and affordable housing.
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Environmental Assessment of the draft LAP

Effects of natural and built heritage objectives

Potential significant effects

Proposed mitigation measures

Specific policies and objectives

Uncertain effects on built
heritage including protected
slruclures

Prolection of built heritage and curlilage of protected
struclures

Policy 1o protect and incorporate protecled slructures sensilively in new development.
Incorporation of linear cpen space corridor easl of the N62.

Uncertain effecls on Recorded
Monumenls and undiscovered
archaeolcgy

Avoid vicinity of known siles
Avoid development in vicinily of watercourses

Provision for buffer zones around recorded monuments.
Requirement to provide full archaeolagical investigations at development management slage to confirm appropriaieness of buffer
areas.

Uncertain effecls on
landscape characler and
views

Identification of viewing points
Landscape character assessment
Visual impact assessment
Adherence Lo building heighl policy

Objeclive lo use existing topography to assis! in the integration of development proposals into the landscape.
Objeclives to provide and enhance wildlife corridors and to preserve hedgerows where feasible.

Objective 1o plant new hedgerows.

Objective 1o assess building heights with Wesimeath County Council Building Height Policy

Effects of walking and cyclin
Potential significant effects

objectives
Proposed mitigation measures

Specilic policies and objectives

Potential effects of amenily
walks and cycleways on local
flora and fauna

Avoidance of conlact with Natura site (Crosswood Bog)
Appropriate assessmenl of detailed proposals

Omission of objective to provide amenity walk across Crosswood Bog.
Proposal for cycleway along disused Mullingar line to be subject 1o appropriate assessment.
Proposals for riverside amenily walks o be subject to appropriate assessment.

Steateaie Ervironmental Impzact Statement
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Effects of traffic and transport objectives

Potential significant effects | Proposed mitigation measures Specific policies and objectives

Polential effecls of road Prolect and maintamn undeveloped riparian zones and nalural | Objectives to ensure the effects on new streets and roads on local flora and fauna are minimised.

infrastruclure on local flora floodplains along the River Shannon and its tributaries Objectives to augment green corridors along new roads and slreels.

and fauna Objeclive to ensure that cycleways and walkways are located and designed in such as way as tc protect existing biodiversity. flora
and fauna.

Objective to promote the use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Syslems (SUDS) lo treal and eliminate potential contamination arising
from diffuse sources such as construction or stormwaler runoff.

Potential negative effecls on | Improvements ta capacity of local and strategic road network | Former N6 road widening and upgrading lo dual carriageway stalus belween the Clonbonny junction and the Creggan roundabout
residenbal amenily due lo Creggan roundabout — improvement of traffic capacity.

increased traffic congestion Widening of the R446 belween the Creggan roundabout and the Athlone Business Park.

Junctien improvements 1o the M& motorway/N6 Athlone bypass in the vicinity of the plan area.

Improvement in the width and the alignment of the Clonbonny Road (L54101) and its junction with the former NG

Loughandonning Link Road

Garrycastle Road Realignment and Improvement

Alhlone Business Park Link from R446 lo Creggan Lower (Character Area C)

Dense network of on-road and Greenway pedestrian and cycle routes.

Extended Athlone Town bus service to serve the Creggan LAP lands.

Polental for increase in Promotion of safe and permeable traffic networks with Objeclive to prioritise a bus-based public transport service al the earlies! phases of development and to seek the earliest delivery of
accidenls arising from provision for pedestrian and cycle movement rail services lo augmenl this service.
increased traffic levels Promotion of public transport Objeclive to provide for sustainable movement with effective links to the exisling urban area
Avaidarce of over-engineered road geomelries Objeclive to ensure design, conslruchion and management of the road nelwork lo priorilise pedestrians, cyclists and public transport
Cempliance with best practice guidelines including ‘greenway’ and cycle roules.

Objeclives lo provide for traffic calming measures including restricted carriageway widths and ‘homezones’.
Incorporalion of reference to DTO ‘Traffic Management Guidelines® 2004, DoT {UK) "Manual for Streets® 2007, English Partnerships
‘Carparking: what works where?” DoT (UK) ‘Home Zones’ 2005,
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Environmental Assessment of the draft LAP

Effects of open space objectives

Potential significant effects

Proposed mitigation measures

Specific policies and objectives

Polentral for disturbance of
flora and fauna

Avoidance of contact with Natura sile (Crosswood Bog)
Appropriale assessment of detailed proposals

Omission of objective to provide amenily walk across Crosswooed Bog.
Proposal for cycleway along disused Mullingar line to be subjecl to appropriate assessment,
Proposals for riverside amenity walks to be subject to appropriale assessmenl.

Potential significant effects

Effects of community and socialinfrastructure objectives

Proposed mitigation measures

Specific policies and objectives

Uncertain effects as to the
broad location, nalure and
extent of the infraslructure.

in relation lo polenbal effects
on local biodiversity, flora and
fauna. soil, localion in relation
1o public transport, potential
congesticn and decline in

air quality arising from traffic
generalion. and aspecls of
cultural heritage

Preparaticn of urban and landscape frameworks

Objective for major development proposals 1o be accompanied by a landscape and urban structure concept for the area to provide
greater certainty as lo the location, nalure and extent of land uses and development
Objeclive o locale community and social infraslructure where walking and cycling and use of public transport can be maximised.

Shrateme Envirenmental 'mozat Statement




4 How the environmental report and
submissions received in response
to the public consultation, have
been taken into account during
the preparation of the plan

4.1 SEA Scoping Consultalions

The slalulory process was commenced on 241h May 2010
with a notice ol a proposal 1o make a Local Area Plan for
the Creggan area The Draft Plan logether with the Strategic
Environmental Assessment and Appropriate Assessment
Screening and Scoping documenls were forwarded to the
prescribed environmenlal authorities for their consideration.

4.2 Submissions fo draft LAP and SEA reporl

A nolice was published in the Athlone Independent on the 30th June
2010. copies of the proposed plan, Llhe Strategic Environmenlal
Assessment (SEA) and Apprapriale Assessmen! (AA) were senl to
the Department of the Environment Hertage and Local Governmenlt,
An Bord Pleanala, the Departmenl of Communications, Energy and
Natural Resources, Athlone Town Council. Rescommon County
Council and the Nalional Roads Authority (NRA). The Draft Plan, SEA
and AA were also forwarded to lhe National Parks & Wildlife Service
for their consideration.

A period of formal public consultation was advertised from 30th June
2010 to the 13th August 2010 for inspection of Ihe documents (Draft
Plan, SEA & AA) at the Athlone Civic Centre and on the Weslmeath

Counly Council website inviling submissions from the public.

Atotal of five submissions were recetved in response 1o the

public display of the proposed Draft Plan documentalion.
Further acknowledgments wilh no commenls to on the dralt plan
documentation were received from An Bord Pleanala, and lhe
Department of Communications, Marine and Nalural Resources.

The submissions and responses to submissions that have resulted in
changes [o lhe plan are summarised as follows:

Submission Ref: Creg 01

Submitted by: Simon Clear & Assocciates, 3 Terenure Road West, Terenure, Dublin 6W

Summary of submission

Response

2. Requests that the LAP clanfies thal the Stralegic Galeway Zone (SGZ)
and the Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) shall be independent of each
other. with the SDZ localion as yet unidentified but not on Creggan lands,

2. The Strategic Gateway Zone (SGZ) proposed within Area C is a
separate entity to the Midland Strategic Devetopment Zone (SDZ)
provided for in the Midland Regional Planning Guidelines 2010-2022,
which is lo be located to the east of Athlone

2. A statement Is provided in the plan to clanfy that the SGZ i1s a separate
entity to the SDZ provided for in the Midland Regronal Planning
Guidelings 2010-2022.

3. Text relerences relaling to lhe provision of a Railway Slation as part
of the transportation network are predicated upon supporl from larnrod
Eireann for this element of infraslructure. Thus. if larnrod Eireann does
not support the objeclive lo provide a railway slalion, these objectives
could be sel at noughl. These issues could then become contenlious
at the development management slage. Suggested changes to text
itemised.

3. The plan provides for a possibility of a Iransportation hub centred upon
a new railway station along the Dublin Galway line.

The proposed railway station is an integral component of Lhe
transportalion network planned for Area C. The facilitation of a railway
station at Lhis location is however contingent upon a number of faclors,
including viabllity, scale of developmenl and agreement by larnrod
Eirgann. Notwilhslanding. the Creggan LAP lands will be served by an
inlegraled road. cycle and pedestrian network including provision for bus
routes

3. A reference is inserted in the plan that the provision of a railway station
is contingent upon a number of factors including prior discussion and
agreement with larnrod Eireann.

8nf22
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How the environmental report and submissions received in response to the public
consultation, have been taken into account during the preparation of the plan

Submission Ref: Creg 02

Submitted by: Tara Spain on behalf of the National Roads Authority, SL. Martins House, Waterlao Road, Dublin 4

Summary of submission

Response

2. The plan should be brought forward within the framewaork principles established by the
DGEHLG Spalial Plannming and National Roads (Draft) Guidelines for Planning Authorities,

In particular Seclion 2.3.. 2.12 and Pg 22, in relalion 1o the need for a Strategic Transport
Assessment, identificabion of key transport corridors, nodes and networks, including public
fransport networks, compliance with Smarter Travel - A New Transport Policy for Ireland 2009
—2020", direct consullation with relevant national organisations including NRA and CIE.

2. The Draft plan makes the following proposals for transport infrastruciure improvements:

Former N6 road widening and upgrading to dual carriageway slatus between lhe Clonbonny junclion and the Creggan roundaboul;
Creggan roundabout — improvement of traffic capacity, Widening of the R446 between the Creggan roundabout and the Athlone
Business Park; Junction improvements to the M6 motorway/N6 Athlone bypass in the vicinity of the plan area; Improvement in

the width and the alignment of the Clonbonny Road (L54101) and 1ts junction with the former N6; Loughandonning Link Road;
Garrycaslle Road Realignmenl and Improvement; Athlone Business Park Link from R446 1o Creggan Lower (Character Area C),
Dense network of on-road and Greenway pedestrian and cycle roules; Extended Athlone Town bus service 1o serve the Creggan LAP
lands.

The plan has been brought forward within the principles established by the DoEHLG Spalial Planning & National Roads (Draft)
Guidelines for Planning Authorilies 2010 and has been subject 1o a Stralegic Transport Assessment in accordance wilh the
methodolagy prescribed in these guidelines. This Strategic Transport Assessment was carried out on foot of consultation with the
NRA

A broad Iransport impact analysis has cencluded that some capacily enhancements are required al the national primary roads and
junctions within the LAP area to provide adequate residual capacity in excess of that required o cater for additional traffic arising
from the Local Area Plan development proposals. A suilable reserve capacity is required for fulure growth in long distance national
fraffic along the MB/N6 Dublin 10 Galway inter-urban route.

The Stralegic Transporl Assessment recommends a number of upgrades lo lhe road nelwork The key road improvemens required
are as follows: a) Creggan Roundabout Capacity Enhancement; b) N6/M6 Junction 8: minor capacity enhancement; ¢) N6 Athlone

Bypass Widening to Dual 3-lanes between Junction 8 Creggan and Junction 11 Coosan over a length of 4km.

2. Amend lext to incotporate recommendations of the Strategic Transport Assessment

6. Proposals within Parcel A should be subject to appropriale Traffic and Transport Assessment
to assess Ihe individual and cumulative impact of development on the adjoining primary road
network.,

6. The Stralegic Transport Assessment undertaken look inlo consideralion the implicalions of the development of Parcel A on
the adjoining primary and local road network. It is a staled objeclive of the plan under the Access & Movement Objectives. that
workplaces and educalional facilities are required to produce mobility and transportation plans.

Parcel Awill be served off a new junction from the realigned Garrycastle Road on the western side. lo complement the existing
road access from lhe R446. This will complete the integration of the lands inlo the urban fabric of Athlone town. Cycle lanes will be
provided along the access roads and the main circulalion roads within Area A and these will connect with 1he exiernal cycle roule
nelwork. existing and proposed along the R446 and he improved Garrycastle Road.

A further objective will be introduced requiring traffic and transport assessments o be produced for development proposals, which
would impact upon the primary and local road network.

6. An objective requiring iraffic and transport assessments to be produced for development proposals, which would mpact upon the
primary and local road network has been inserted in the plan.

Straleaic Ervironmental 'mpaet Statement
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7 The Relail Planning Guidelines 2005 contain an explicit presumplion against large scale
retailing adjacent to exisling. new or planned national routes. The Council may consider it
appropriate 1o review the zoning objeclives at this location, having regard tc the proximity lo
the M6 and Creggan junclion

7. In order lo accord with the Retail Planning Guidelines 2005 and NRA policy. the provision of “shops major” will not be permiled in
Areas B and C. The provision of “Shops Major" is nol permilled within Area A in the current Drafl Plan

7. Zoning matrix amended to preciude "Shops Major” in Area B and C.

8. The road exlending between lhe Creggan roundabout and the junclion of the N62 with the
former NG is a local road and not the N62 as relerred 1o in the plan.

8, The road in question was automatically declassified following the opening of the M8 to traffic. This reclassification procedure has
yel lo formally take place. For the purposes of the plan, the road shall be referred lo as lhe former N6.

8. Text amended to describe this section of road as the former N6.

Submission Ref: Creg 05
Submitted by: Cian O'Mahony on behalf of the Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Ins

peclorate, Inniscarra, Co. Cork

Summary of submission

Response

3. The Plan does nol clearly incorporale objeclives of Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) and Appropnate Assessment (AA). This should be addressed prier to adoption of the
plan.

3. The list of objectives and recommendations made in both the SEA and AA will be included in Lhe plan, Both the SEA and Lhe AA
are being amended to incorporale changes made to the Draft plan following the public display of the document.

3. Text amended to include objectives and recommendations made in the SEA, AA and in the Managers Report. SEA and AA updated
lo reflect amendments made lo the Draft Local Area Plan

4. The Naticnal Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) should be consulted in relation to AA findings
and recommendations. The need for additional survey/investigations should be discussed with
the NPWS prior to adoplion of the plan. The absence of information on the hydrological regime
of Crosswood Bog SAC including zone of conlribution should be highlighted.

4. Slatulory consultation requirements have been mel with regard to consuliation with the NPWS. Further discussions with the NPWS
have occurred in refation te hydro-geological impacts assessment on foot of the findings of the AA. The hydro-geological assessment
has been incorporated inlo Lhe Strategic Flood Risk Reporl. Recommendations contained in the Hydro-geoclogical assessment are as
follows:

a. Eslablish a polenhal buffer zone around (Crosswood Bog ¢SAC) to ensure lhat there is no impact on the hydrology of the site.

The potential buffer zane will extend west and south from the Nalura 2000 site boundary to the existing M6 motorway and no
development will be permitted in Ihe northern parcel of Area B. The extent of the buffer zone may be reassessed once hydrological
surveys, and any olher required surveys and assessments, have been underlaken to ensure thal there will be no adverse impacts
from the proposed development on the integrily of the Natura 2000 [Crosswood Bog SAC] site.

b. Ensure that any alteration lo the surface waler drainage in lhe area does not negatively impact upon the surface water levels
within (Crosswood Bog cSAC).

c. Ensure that all developmenls within the LAP area adhere lo besl practice and legislalive requirements during construction and
operation to prevent discharge of contaminants and pollutants to surface water or groundwater. Discharge from any proposed
development will be properly licensed and monitored in accordance with besl practice and legislative requirements

d. The use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) should be advocaled on new developments to treal and eliminate
polential contaminalion arising from diffuse sources such as construction or stormwaler runoff.

4. The above recommendations have been incorporated into the pian text.
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How the environmental report and submissions received in response to the public
consultation, have been taken into account during the preparation of the plan

5. Gonsideration should be given lo modifying the land use and zoning objectives for Area
B ~ Creggan Upper and Area A, as appropriate, to reflect the mitigation measures proposed
in the SEA and AA, and to ensure Ihe prolection of Crossweod Bog. This should be done in
consullalion with the NPWS

5. The recommendations of the hydro-geological and Strategic Flood risk assessments that have been undertaken, on foot of the
findings of the SEA and AA reports, provide for buffers to safeguard the integrity of Crosswood Bog and reservation of additional
tracts of land along the Al and Clonbonny watercourses, in order to mitigate against the risk of flooding. The land use zoning
objeclives in Areas B and C wil! be allered accordingly.

5. Text and associaled zoning maps amended to incorporate recommendations made in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and
Hydro-geological Assessment SEA/AA revised as appropriate

7. The implications of data gaps on the conclusions of the SEA/AA should be described. Data
gaps should be addressed on a priority basis

7. Strategic Flood risk assessment. hydro-geological impact assessments and strategic traffic impact assessment studies have been
undertaken to address the data gaps referred to in the SEA/AA.

7. SEA/AA revised as appropriate. Objective inserted in plan that development proposals in areas of high or moderate fisk of fiooding
are required 1o be accompanied by llood risk assessments at development management stage

8. Flood Risk Assessment should be undertaken for the plan in accordance with the OPW/
DoEHLG Flood Risk Management Guidelines

8. The Drafi plan provides for a 20m cormdar along both the Al and Clonbonny Rivers. In addition, an area extending to approx 17 ha
in area has been reserved free of development in the northern parcel of Area B, in order to mitigate against the risk of flooding at this
location.

A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment has been underiaken for the plan area. in accordance with “The Planning System & Fiood Risk
Management Guidelines for Planning Authorilies” 2009. In accordance with these guidelines, it is recommended lhal development
will be avoided in areas identified as being of high or moderate risk of flooding (ie) 1 in 100yr and 1 in 1000 yr. with respect to both
the Clonbonny and Al Rivers.

Itis acknowledged thal both river catchments will need further more detailed flooding investigation and analysis, lo establish the
exact extent of the areas at risk of flooding, In this regard. development proposals in areas of high or moderate risk of fiooding, shall

be accompanied by a detailed fiood risk assessment at development management stage.

8. Text ameneded to include the recommendations contained in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.

11. The plan should include a definitive commitment 1o the proposed mitigation/monitoring
objectives in the SEA/AA and demonstrale this with clear objectives.

11. A statement will be included in the plan to comply with the proposed mitigation / monitering objectives recommended in the SEA/
AA.

11. Statement inserted in the pian to ensure compliance with the proposed mitigation / moenitering objectives recommended in the
SEAAA

12. The SEA and AA monitoring should be linked with a programme for the Creggan LAP
maniloring

12. Noled.

12. The draft plan has been amended to take account of proposed monitoring measures. A programme for monitoring Is included in
the plan.

13. Any changes to the draft plan as a result of consullation should be assessed in terms of
environmental effects. AA screening should also be undertaken where appropriale

13. Material variations lo the Dralft Plan will be subjecl o SEA and AA screening i compliance with the Planning & Development
Act 2000 as amended. the “Implementation of SEA Directive (2001/42/EC) - Guidelines for Planning Authorities” 2004 and the
"Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning

Authorities” 2009.

13_No change to draft plan. SEA/AA revised as approprate.

Stratenic Enwiroamental 'mozel Statement
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14. The SEA Statement should summarise how environmenlal considerations have been
ntegraled inlo the plan; how submissions and observalions have been laken into account;
reasons for choosing plan adopted in lighl of olher reasonable alternatives; and measures
decided upon lo monilor environmental effects of implementing the plan

14. An SEA Statemenl in accordance with Article 14 of the SEA Regulations 2004 will be included in the plan

14. SEA statement completed in accordance with Articie 14 of the SEA Regulations 2004. Amend SEA aeccordingly.

15. The Plan should be set in the contex! of the planning hierarchy and a clear slatement
should be provided as lo the funclion of the Plan and what the Plan can and cannot do. Where
other Plans/ Programmes /Slralegies are responsible for implementing relevant policies /
objeclives / inilialives, these should be acknowledged and fully referenced in the Plan.

15. The plan is set within a planning hierarchy consisling of the National Development Plan 2007-2013, the National Spatial Strategy
2002-2022. the Midland Regional Planning Guidelines 2010-2022 and Lhe Westmeath County Development Plan 2008-2014.
Reference can be made in the plan 1o the role of other plans and programmes, which are relevant to the plan, the implemenlaticn of
which falls within the remil of other plans and programmes.

15, Reference inserted in the plan regarding the role of other plans and programmes, which are relevant to the plan, the
implermentation of which falls within the remit of other plans and programmes.

18. Consideration should be given lo the preparation of Masler Plan for each of the Areas A, B
and C within lhe Plan area - to be screened with respect 1o SEA and AA requirements.

18. The planning aulhority has considered whelher to prepare a masterplan for the LAP sub-areas.

The overall approach to the development of Area C Is lo secure the comprehensive and integrated development of hese lands,
having regard to the Strategic Gateway Zone designation of this area. In this context, it is not considered appropriate to prescribe an
urban slruclure which may limit lhe range and scale of development options for lhese lands. In order lo maximise connectivity and
linkages through the site, additional access points will be provided for from the Clonbonny Road and lhe Athlone Business Park into
Area C.

18. Plan lext and associated maps amended to provide an objective lo co-operate with the IDA in the preparation of a masterplan for
Area A.

19. The Plan should promole the prolection of surface water and groundwaler waler resources
and [heir associaled habitats and species, including fisheries.

19. Noled. The importance of these malters to the plan is acknowledged.

19. Objective inserted in the plan to promote the protection of surface water and groundwater resources and their associated habitats
and species, incliding fisheries.

20. Provisions should be made in the Plan for the incorporation of the specific relevant
objeclives and measures for individual water bodies set oul in the relevant River Basin
Management Plan (RBMP) and associaled Pragramme of Measures (POM). The Plan should
nal hinder, and where possible promote the achievement of these specific objectives at water
body level. In addition the plan should oulline the current waler quality status and lhe status to
be achieved by 2015 in any receiving walers covered by the plan,

20. Specific objectives and measures in relation to these 1ssues will be incorporated into the plan lext.

20. Reference in the plan to the River Basin Management Plans.

26. The Plan should fake account of any Groundwaler Prolection Schemes and Groundwater
Source Proleclion Zones data.

26. Noted The importance of groundwaler protection schemes and groundwater source protection zones is acknowledged and
reference shall be made to same in Ihe plan.

26. Reference inserted in the plan to groundwaler protection schemes and groundwater source protection zones and the need o
protect these resources.
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How the environmental report and submissions received in response to the public
consultation, have been taken into account during the preparation of the plan

30. Where lhe inlroduction of additional lands for development is being proposed within

the Plan area, relevant Policies / objeclives should be included in the Plan, to promote the
assessment of the adequacy of the existing waslewaler treatment facility/ies in terms of both
capacily and perlormance and the polential risk to human health and water quality. Where
relevanl, the potential impact on, habitats and species of ecological importance should be
addressed.

30. A new foul sewer network is proposed to serve the Creggan area. Sewage will be pumped via a new pumpiing stalion to be
constructed oh low-lying ground o the west of the Dublin-Athlone Railway line, which will be connected to the existing waslewaler
treatment plant at Golden Island. The plan acknowledges that facilities should be provided in tandem wilh development on foot of the
Council's Supplementary Development Contribulions Scheme. The Creggan Sewerage Maslerplan is currently being finalised.

30. Explicit policy to the effect that the capacily of waste water faciliies should be assessed in the case of all development proposals
within the LAF area inserted.

32. Development slandards within the Plan area should take into accounl groundwater
vulnerability

32. Noted. Groundwaler vulnerability has been considered in the SEA. The plan includes groundwalter vulnerability mapping which
should be used lo assess development proposals al developmenl stage. Policy requirement in this regard will be included in the plan.

32, Statement inserted in the plan requiring account to be taken of groundwater vulnerability in any development proposal.

33. The Plan should include clear Policy and Objective for the protection of groundwater
resources and associated habilats and species. The Plan should make reference 1o the
requirements of the Groundwater Directive (2006/11 S/EC) on the protection of groundwater
against pollulion and deterioration.

33. Noled. The protection of groundwater and associated habilals were considered in both the SEA and AA. Reference can be made
in the plan to Groundwater Directive 2006/11 S/EC.

33. Objective inserted i the plan to protect groundwater resources and associated habilats.

38. The Plan should include, promole and support proper planning and sustainable
development including suslainable use of water resources.

38. Noted. The plan seeks lo encourage greater environmental sustainability through the promotion of the use of sustainable built
form, SUDS and allernative energy sources. In lhis regard, reference can be made 1o the sustainable use of waler resources.

38. Reference inserted to promole the sustainable use of waler resources.

39. The Plan should promote the appropriate zoning of lands and restriction of use in areas
liable to flooding to avoid increased risk of flooding of the lands either within or adjoining the
zaned areas

39. A Siralegic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) of the subject lands within the plan area has been undertaken in accordance wilh
“The Planning System & Flood Risk Managemenl — Guidelines for Planning Autherilies” 2009, A ficod risk assessment is required
lo be carried oul in areas at high or moderate risk of flooding.

39 Text and associated maps amended to reflect recommendations contained in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessmernit

41. The Plan should make reference to the E.U Directive (2007/60/EC) on the assessment and
management of flood risks entered into force on 12 December 2007,

41 Noted Reference can be made in the plan Lo this Directive

41. Reference to the EU Directive (2007/60/EC) on the assessment and management of flood risks inserted in the plan.

42 A Flood Risk Assessment of the subject lands within the plan area is reguired in
accordance with “The Planning Syslem & Flood Risk Management - Guidelines for Planning
Authorities”

42. A Slrategic Flood Risk Assessment of the subject lands within the plan area has been underlaken in accordance with “The
Planning System & Flood Risk Management — Guidelines for Planning Authorities” 2008,

42, Recommendations contained in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment inserted into the plan text.

49. The above requirements should be promoted in the Plan and as appropriate should be
reflected in relevant Palicies/Objeclives associaled with relevant Land Use and other relevant
Plans within lhe Plan area.

49. A Stralegic Fiood Risk Assessment of the subject lands within the plan area has been undertaken in accordance wilh “The
Planning Syslem & Flood Risk Management — Guidelnes for Blannmg Authorities” 2009,

49. Recommendations contained in the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment incorporated into the plan.

Strzteqe Environmenial mozet Slatemen!
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50. The Plan should include a clear Policy to protect all designated habilats and species within
the area. The Plan should also refer to the Waler Framework Directive Regisler of Protecled
Areas in parlicular those relaling to bicdiversity. The Crosswood Bog (SAC) and River
Shannon Callows in particular should be afforded specific protection in the Plan.

50, Noted. The statulory protection afforded to cerlain habitats and species stands independently of lhe plan. The SEA recommends
that development proposals which, in the opinion of the planning authority, may have polentially significant adverse effects on the
environment should be subject of an Environmental Impact Siatement. The SEA contains a recommendation that Ihe LAP should
include a requirement for development propesals lo have regard lo the Regional Fisheries Board guidelines for watercourses in
urban environments

50. Requirement for development proposals to have regard 1o the Regional Fisheries Board guidelines for walercourses i urban
environments inserted.

51 The objective in the Plan relating to the creation of an amenily walk within Crosswood Bog
has petential te be in conflict wilh the objective lo protect the integnity of Crosswood Bog and
minimise disturbance of protecled species contained therein,

51. The SEA recommends that the cbjeclive for a proposed amenity walk in Crosswood Bog should be subject to consullalion with
the NPWS. The omission of an amenily walk within Crosswood Bog 1s recommended in the Stage 2 AA.

51. Text amended to omit the provision of an amenity walk within Cresswood Bog.

52, Consideration should be further given to eslablishment of a Master Plan for the area of
the Plan adjoining the Crosswood Bog SAC, which would be subject lo SEA and Appropriate
Assessment.

52. Stalutory consultation requirements have been met with regard to consultation with the NPWS. Furlher discussions wilh the
NPWS have occurred in relation 1o hydro-geological impacts assessment on foot of the findings of the AA. The hydro-geological
assessment has been incorporated into the Strategic Flood Risk Report. Recommendations contained in the Hydro-geological
assessmenl are as follows:

Establish a potential buffer zane around (Crosswood Bog cSAC) to ensure Lhat there is no impact on the hydrology of the site.
The pctential buffer zone will extend west and south from the Natura 2000 site boundary lo lhe existing M6 molorway and no
development will be permitied in the northern parcel of Area B. The exlent of the buffer zone may be reassessed once hydrological
surveys, and any other required surveys and assessments, have been undertaken to ensure thal there will be no adverse Impacts
from the proposed development on lhe inlegrity of the Natura 2000 [Crosswood Bog SAC] site

52. Recommendations have been incorporated into the plan text.

55 The Plan should also refer o the proteclion of Annex | and Annex 11 - Nalural Habilats
Arimal and Plant Species respectively of Communily Inleresl whose conservation requires
the designation cf Special Areas ol Conservalion and Annex IV -Animal and Plan! Species
of Community interest in need of Strict Prolection of "Council Direclive 92/43/EEC on

Ihe conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora” which occur within and
adjoining the Plan area. For example the status of bat species within the plan area should be
considered.

55 Noled.

55, Text amended o refer to Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.

57, The Plan should promote the protection of fisheries and shell fisheries where relevant and
appropriale within the Plan area and adjoining LA areas

57. Noted. The SEA recommends that the draft plan should have regard 1o the ‘Regional Fisheries Board Guidelines for
Walercourses in Urban Environments'. The plan will discourage the use of culverts that may affect fisheries.

57. Objectives that regard is to be had to the ‘Regional Fisheries Board Guidelines for Watercourses in Urban Environments’
fnserted.

58 The Plan should promate the guidance documents from the Regional Fishery Boards
where appropriate and relevant (4 documenis listed).

58. Noled. Reference can be made to these documenls.

58. Reference to adherence to the documents listed.
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How the environmental report and submissions received in response to the public
consultation, have been taken into account during the preparation of the plan

58. The Plan should promote the provision/application of appropriate buffer zones between
designaled ecological sites and areas zoned lor development. The nature and exlent of the
proposed buffer zones should be determined in consultalion and agreement with the NPWS.
There would be merits in providing sufficient buffer zones, and re-zoning of land within
Development Zene B to fulfill the role of buffer zone and be afforded significant protection from
development under the Plan’s Policies / Objeclives.

59. Noted. In accordance wilh ihe Hydro-geological report, a potential buffer zone is 1o be established around (Crosswood Bog
¢SAC) to ensure thal there is no impact on the hydrology of lhe sile. The potential buffer zone will extend west and south from the
Natura 2000 site boundary to the exisling M6 molorway and no development will be permitted in the northern parcel of Area B. The
extent of lhe bufier zone may be reassessed once hydrological surveys, and any other required surveys and assessmenls. have
been underiaken to ensure Ihal there will be no adverse impacls from the proposed development on the integrity ol lhe Nalura 2000
[Crosswood Bog SAC] sile.

59. Pilan text and associated maps amended on foot of Hydro-geological Assessment with regard to the provision of additional buffers
to Crossweod Bog.

61 A delermination for the requirement for an Appropriate Assessment of all Land Use Plans
and relaled variations should be made in consullation with the Department of Environmenl.
Heritage and Local Government — National. Parks and Wildlife Service, and this should be
highlighled in the Plan

61. Noled. SEA and AA screening were carried out and il was determined, in consultalion with the prescribed bodies, lhat a full SEA
and AA was required to be carried oul on the Draft plan.

61. Statement to the effect that SEA and AA screening has been carried out and it was determined, in consuftation with the
prescribed bodjes, that a full SEA and AA should be carried oul is inserted.

62 The Plan should promote lhe application of the Guidance sel cut in the recenl DOEHLG
Publication "Appropriale Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland Guidance for Planning
Authorities (2009)'

62. The drafl plan included cbjectives for the prolection of exisling wildlife corridors along walercourses and railway lines. The SEA
also recommends that the Guidelines of the Regional Fisheries Board Guidelines in relation 1o the conservation of riparian zones
along waterways s also followed. The SEA recommends that a landscape and urban struclure concept should be prepared for the
plan area. This should provide greater clanity as lo the appropriateness. location and exient of buffer zones belween development
and areas of local biodiversity.

62 The location and extent of buffer zones between development and areas of blodiversity importance will be identified and
incorporated inlo the plan.

66. The Plan should support / acknowledge existing Local Hertage / Biodivarsity Plans and
should promate the implementation of key aclions sel out in these Plans. Where nol already
prepared and adopted through County Development Plans, the Plan should promole the
preparation of County and where relevant and appropriate Local Heritage/ Biodiversity Plans,

65. Noted. The Council has recenlly prepared a Heritage Plan for the county. It is an abjective of lhe Heritage Plan lo undertake a
Biodiversity Plan for the county.

66. Statement inserted in the plan that adherence should be made to “The Westmeath Counly Council Heritage Plan’.

68. The Plan should promote the implementabion of measures to control and manage alien/
invasive species {(e.g. Japanese knotweed, Giant Hogweed. Zebra Mussel etc.) and noxious
weeds (e.g. Ragworl, thislle. dock elc.) wilhin the Plan area

68. Noted

68. Policysobjective inserted in the text to controlimanage invasive species.

70 The Plan should include reference to and, as appropriale, promole the implementation

of Noise Direclive and assoctiated natlonal requlations as well as the specific *"measures’/
aclions” sel oul in or due lo be sel oul in a proposed " Noise Action Plans” for the relevant local
aulhority area within the Plan area.

70. The Council has undertaken a Noise Action Plan for the counly and reference shall be made 1o same in the plan text.

70. Reference to the County Noise Action Plan inserted.

72. The Plan should promole specific Policies/Objectives and associated provisions for the
development and promotion of appropriale climate change adaptation and mitigation measures
that can be implemented through relevant land use plans and/or specific plans. The Plan
should also promote the inclusion of specific Policies within local authority land use plans,
which promote the inlegraticn of the implications of Climale Change al a regional and local
level. in land use planning within the Plan area. In particular lhe Plan should refer 1o Ireland's
National Climate Sfrategy 2007 - 2012. The Plan should also address how climate change
might impact on the implementation of land use plans in the Plan area

72. Noled Relerence lo the Nalional Climale Change Strategy 2007-2012 will be made in the plan.

7Z. Reference lo the National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012 inserted in the plan.
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73. Consideration should be given to the inclusion in the Plan, as appropriate. of a Policy/
Objective in relation to the preparation and implementation of “An Energy Conservalion
Slralegy” and associaled awareness campaign within the Plan area. Specific timescales
should be assigned 1o the preparation of such a strategy.

73. Noted. Objectives in relation to this issue can be broadened to provide for the requirement 1o submit an energy conservation
slrategy lo accompany major projects within the plan area.

73. Text requirement to submit an energy conservation sirategy for major projects within the plan area inserted.

75. The Plan should promole he prolection of designated scenic landscapes. scenic views,
scenic routes and landscape features of regional, county and local value. The Plan should
promote lhe undertaking of Landscape Characler Assessment in accordance with the
relevant national guidance. Consideration should be given to inclusion of a specific palicy to
require a Visual Impact Assessment / Landscape Character Assessment to be carried out, for
developments polentially likely to adversely impact areas of significant landscape character
and associaled scenic views.

75. Noted. Visual impact appraisal/ landscape characler assessments are a requirement for major developments and must be carried
out as par of the Development Management process. A policy 1o Lhis effecl will be inserted in lhe plan.

75. Policy requiring the submission of a visual impact assessment for major development proposals within the plan area inserted.

81. Consideration should also be given to reviewing such Traffic Managemen! Plans as
appropriale. The promotion of sustainable forms and transport and increased usage of public
transporlalion should be encouraged in the Plan

81. Noted. The Strategic Transport Assessment deals with this matter and recommendations with regard to Traffic Management
Plans and the promotion of sustainable forms of transport and increased usage of public lransportation will be incorporated inlo the
plan

81. Recommendations from the Strategic Transport Assessment in relation to Traffic Management Plans and the promotion of
sustainable forms of transport and increased usaqge of public transportation into the plan inserted.

84. The Plan should promote the development of traffic management measures o reduce
the potential for traffic congestion and associated vehicular emissions within the Plan area.
In particular the preparalion of integrated Traffic Management Plans, where relevant and
appropnale. for the exisling urban areas and proposed new urban developments should be
promoted as appropriale through the Plan. This approach should address the short, medium
and long-term, traffic management requirements within the Plan area.

84. Noted. As per 81. The recommendations contained in the Strategic Transport Assessment in relalion to traffic management will
be incorporated into the plan.

84. Recommendations contained in the Strategic Transport Assessment in relation to traffic management mcorporated into the plan

90. Censideration should be given to the inclusion of a specific Policy/Objective in the Plan to
ensure full compliance with the requirements of Directive 2001/421EC on the assessment of
the effects of cerlain plans and programmes on the envirohment — The SEA Directive and the
associated Planning and Development (Stralegic Environmental Assessment) Regulations,
2004. The Plan should promole lhe development and implementation of Procedures lo ensure
compliance wilh the requiremenis of Lhe SEA Directive and relaled SEA Regulalions.

80. The plan 1s subject lo Ihe SEA Direclive and the associaled Planning & Development (Strategic Environmenlal Assessment
Regulalions 2004) and the recommendations made in the SEA will be incorporated into the plan text,

90. Recommendations of the SEA Environmental Report incorporated into the plan.

28. Consideration should be given lo the following: The additicn of appropriate correclive
action Ihresholds for unauthorised development, illegal waste activity and waler pollution
incidents, The inclusion of monitering frequencies: Reparting on environmenlal monilering:
Maniloring of both positive and negative effecls, where they occur; Inclusion of the ongoing
review of environmental targets and indicalors in the moniloring programme. Responsibility
for this role should be clearly defined. The Monitoring Programme should be flexible 1o

lake account of, the vanous stages of the Plan and should be able to deal with specific
environmental issues as they arise. The programme must be able lo deal with the possibiiiy
of cumulative effects. The monitoring programme should describe the actual organistions/
departments responsible for collecling, collating and nalyzing the data should be identified
as soon as possible afler the Plan has been adopled. The Monitoring Programme should
include information on how the monitoring proposed will allow unforeseen adverse effecis to
be ideniified and responded to as appropriate. For instance who will have responsibility for this
and what might trigger appropriate remedial action

98. Noted. A monitoring programme will be provided for in the plan

98 Statement inserted in the plar to ensure compliance with the proposed mitigation / monitoring obfectives recommended in the
SEAAA
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Consideration of alternatives and reasons for adopting the chosen alternative

5 Consideration of alternatives and
reasons for adopting the chosen
alternative

Al an eerly stage in the preparation of lhe Draft LAPC three planning
and development alternatives for development were identified by
Westmeath County Gouncil. These considered alternalive locations
oulside the plan area, within the reasonable development boundary
of the lown. The alternatives were considered al a preliminary and
stralegic level  The preferred alternative (Alternative A) was then
chosen and developed lo greater detail. The evolution of the area
without the implemeniation of a plan. the “Do nolhing” scenario was
considered initially to provide comparison with the plan alternatives.

The alternatives were:

Alternative A - Developing the Creggan lands based on the LAPC
vision.

Alternative B - Selecting a location closer lo the town centre with
direct access onfo M6.

Alternative C — Availing of exisling, zoned enterprise and employment
lands within statutory plans for the area, 1e. Athlone Town Plan &
Athlone Environs Plan.

5.1 Evolution without implementation of LAPC

This scenario is based on the evolution of Ihe area in the absence of
significant development and assumes the following condilions:

The characler of the area would remain largely unchanged.

Environmental issues would remain largely unchanged.

Strateag Ervirnnmenial Impact Stalement

The negative environmental consequences of lhis scenario are as
follows:

+  Continuous decline in population,

+  Devaluation of existing cultural heritage.

+  Conlinued focus on suburban development,
+  Fewer options for living/working in the area.

- Failure to take advantage of proximity to public transport.

5.2  Description of the alternatives

Alternalive A emerged as lhe preferred strategic zlternative 1t was
therefore developed lo laler stages of detail. Ils vision and strategies
are summarised in the SEA report. The principal logic for its choice as
the preferred alternative is summarised as follows:

Alnlone 15 a large urban centre in the Midlands and is strategically
positioned in the centre of Ireland, at a crossing point along the River
Shannon. The growth of the town has evolved on an east wesl basis
In order to fulfil its role as a “Linked Gateway”, the population of
Athlone is expected lo reach approximalely 26,000 persons by 2022
. Having regard to Ihe siting of Lough Ree immediately north of the
town. the River Shannon floodplain and past incidences of seasonal
flooding occurring south of the town, itis considered that the future
expansion of Althlone will be concentrated on lands lo the east of the
exisling urban area.
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Taking inlo consideration existing zoned land within Athlone and

the proximity of Athlone Institute of Technology, the Creggan area
represents the largest undeveloped land bank in the town regarded as
being suilable lo meet fulure enterprise and employmenl needs for
the gateway. The area has been identified for preparation of a local
area plan with an objective for enterprise and employment use in the
current environs plan for Athlone 2008-2014.

The assessment of Alternatives B and C, in the contexi of the
Environmental Report, is summarised as follows.

Alternative B — Selecting a location closer to the town centre with
direct access onto M6.

Undeveloped lands located closer to the lown gentre are conlained in
parcels which are largely subject 1o Local Area Plan preparation. The
list of plans Is as follows: Lissywollen South. Curragh-Lissywollen,
Cornamagh, Cornamaddy. Baylough, Irishtown and Loughanaskin.
These plans provide for town centre, primarily residenlial use and
complimentary mixed uses. In the case of Lissywollen South, an area
of approximately 10 hectares has been reserved for enterprise use.
Loughandonning Local Area Plan is being prepared at present and the
primary use proposed herein is also residential.

There are flood risk issues associated with this latter area and the
Baylough Local Area Plan area, which limit lhe lands available lor
developmenl. Curragh Lissywollen and Lissywollen South LAP areas
are accessed Irom off the interchange. Direct access onto the M6 is
not available from any of these local area plan areas. Sufficient lands
to fulfil the vision of the Creggan plan are not available at the scale
required closer to the lown centre. cwing 1o pre-existing commitments
in adopled or proposed Local Area Plans and by reason of flood

risk constraints. Having regard to the foregoing. Allernative B is not
deemed to be a viable oplion.



Afternalive C - Availing of existing zoned enterprise and employment
lands within statutory plans for the area, ie Athlone Town Plan &
Athlone Environs Plan

Existing zoned lands for enterprise and employment use in Ihe
Alhlone Town Plan and the Athlone Environs Plan comprise 94 4ha,
which is dispersed on the northern and eastern sectors of the town
al Blyry Indusinal Eslate and Garrycastle IDA Business Park. Blyry
Industrial Estate has been almost fully developed and comprising
smaller scale enteronses and warehousing. There are approximately
44 heclares of undeveloped enterprise and employment lands localed
in the vicimity of the IDA Business Park. Having regard lo lhe scale
of lands required in a single land bank consldered necessary lo fulfil
the vision of the plan, in regard to the expansion of enterprise and
employment and the development of a major centre of international
profile it is considered that Alternafive B would not be acceptable,

5.3  Modification of the preferred alternative in the light
of the SEA process

Following the preparalion of a Siralegic Flood Risk Assessment study
(SFRA) the Council determined lo avoid development of areas thal
are currently undeveloped which have been idenlified by the SFRA as
being at nisk of flooding, Further development of areas that are already
partially developed, or any development proposals in areas at risk of
flooding will require to be justified in accordance with the Juslificalion
Test prescribed by the Flood Risk Management Guidelines. Further,
develcpment of part of Area B (north and east of the M6 will be placed
on hold pending a more delailed hydro-geclogical assessment to
ensure thal any development proposals in that area will nol impact on
the integnity of Crosswood Bog.

The LAP zoning and land use objeclives have been amended 1o
reflect Ihese findings.

6 Monitoring

Itis a requirement of Article 10 of the SEA Directive thal Member
States monitor the significant environmental effects of the
implementation of plans in order o identify at an early stage
unforeseen adverse effecls and to be able 1o undertake appropriate
remedial action.

For the purposes ot moniloring the implementalion and effects ol

the plan, il is recommended that a Review Group is eslablished

This group should be established by Weslmeath County Council

in conjunction with Athlone Town Council, and should include the
Environmental Protection Agency, National Parks and Wildlite Service
and other relevant agencies lo ensure lhe implementation of the plan

does not compromise the environmental critena identified for the area.

As part of the monitoring process. the Review Group will seek fo.

- Carry out appropriale survey work and collate Ihe necessary
data required from olher agencies to effectively monitor the
environmenlal effecls of the plan
Prepare a moniloring report on the implementation of the plan
every lwo years

Monitering will have parlicular regard to the key issues identilied in
the assessment of the plan, and will need 1o provide the framework 1o
tnigger remedial action if necessary

Amore detatled programme for monitoring will be put in place, 1aking
into account.

The time. frquency and geographical extent of monitoring.
Budget for cosl of monitoring, and

Detailed allocalion of responsiblitities for indwidual moniloring
collection. collation and recording tasks.
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6.1 Monitoring Proposals and environmental indicators

The following measures are proposed lo monitor the effects on the
environment of mplementing the LAPC. presenled in terms ol the
achievement of the envircnmental proteclion criteria and the impact
on the environmental factors thal the SEA legislation requires lo be
considered.

It 18 recommended that moniloring should focus on the main
environmentlal issues and gaps in existing data, in particular the
interdependence between protected habitats, flora and fauna, water
quality including Lhe hydro-geological regime and human healilh.
Indicators may be quantitative and/ or qualitative in nature and may:

(12 State the envirenment indicators (quality, or quantity of
physical and biclogical or chemical phenomenaon).

2. Stress indicators (reflecling development effects),

3 Performance indicators (used lo evaluate long-term
achievemenls in environmental managemenl and protection).

4 Sustainable development indicators (seeking 1o describe and

measure key relationships between economic, social and
environmental laclors).

Monitoring Responsibility
Overall responsibility for monitoring will lie with Wesimeath County
Council, mostly as part of Lhe development management process,

and supporled as necessary by olher relevant stalutory authorilies
according to the environmental topic under consideration.

Local Area P'ar tor Creggan (LAPC). Athlore, Co. Westmealh



Monitoring

Biodiversity, flora and fauna

Environmental criletia

B1. To protect existing, valuable species and habilats in
the area.

B2 To prolect the integrily of designated sites in,
adjoining or near the area

B3. To connecl valuable areas of biodiversity in the
area.

Indicators

Removal of hedgerows.

Removal of trees.

Water qualily indicalors.

Hydro-geological indicalors.

Air quality indicators.

Obstruction of pathways or movement corridors.
Drying out of bog

ldentification of invasive species.

Habitat mapping.

Targels

Minimise loss of hedgerow habilats.

Retention of biodiversity

Broadleaf planling.

Relenlion of value of areas of national and inlernational
importance.

Prevention of development thal would impact upon
habilats or species of imporlance.

Prevention of invasive species.

Implementalion of Groundwaler Protection Scheme.
Bog regeneralion.

Responsibility

WCC to moniter and enforce ecological assessments
and habilat management stralegies submitled as part of
the developmenl process. WCC to monitor all targets in
associalion with with relevant government departments
and agencies where appropriate.

Population and human health

Environmental criteria

PH1: To protect existing residential amenily

PH2. To provide aclive community and residential
recrealion and amenity

PH3: To protect important elements of community
identity.

PH4: To minimise the risk of accidents to the populalion
from traffic or transport,

PH5: To minimise risk of accidents from activilies or
development in lhe area.

FH6E: To protect agamsl air or other poliution from trafiic
or olher aclivilies in the area

PH7: To protect agams! contamination of (he local
groundwaler and local water supply.

PH8: To prolecl againsl adverse eflects from noise or
vibration from lraffic or aclivities in the area.

PHS: To protect against adverse effecls [rom
construction or other developmenl activilies.

PH10: To aveid / minimise the risk of flooding to the
resident and working ponulation.

PH11: To protect existing residential and community
infrastruclure and services.

PH12: To provide appropriate new community
infrastruclure and services lo support new development,

Indicators

Notices served under noise Regulalions

Heaith and Safely reporls lo HSE.

Flood reports to OPW.

Air quality indicalors.

Drinking waler qualily indicators

Commuting trends and modal spht

Provision of public transport facilities.

Provision of cycle paths

Provision of children’s play areas.

Provision of public open spaces.

Provision/ retention of community infrastructure.
Provisicn of home-zone and integrated lraffic calming
measures.

Quantity and quality ol open space provision.
Development in areas al risk of flooding.

Targets

Reduced levels of incidences of noise pollulion
Reduced accident levels.

Avoidance of flood damage.,

Increased provision of public transport services
Reduced privale car usage.

Compliance with drinking waler quality standards.
NSS and Regional Planning Guidelines population
largets.

Avoid development which is vulnerable to fliooding in
areas at risk of flooding.

Increased provision of community inirastruclure and
facililies.

Responsibility

WCC to monitor and enforce mobility management
plans, energy conservalion plans, visual impact

and flood risk assessments submitted as part of the
development process. WCC to monitor all targets in
association with relevant government departments and
agencies where appropriale.

Steatenic Environmental 'mozct Statement
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Soil

Environmental criteria

S1: To protect local soil and bedrock

S2: To carry oul remedial action where damage has
already occurred 1o the soil or bedrock.

Indicators
Hydro-geology.
Water table re-charge

Targets
Proteclion of locally important aquifer and hydro-
geological regime.

Responsibility

WCC to monitor development proposals in association
with GS| where appropriate.

EPA slandards and guidelines to be adhered 1o.

Water

Environmental criteria

W1 To protect against pollution of the groundwaler.
W2: To mmnimise surface water run-off.

W3. To protect agains! the delerioration of waler guality
In the waterbodies.

Wa. To provide qualily waler supply.

W5: To minimise loss of water from infrastructure in lhe
area.

WE: To protect any damage lo waler quality arising from
flooding.

Indicators

Changes in water guality identified through water quality
moniloring as a resull of implementation of the Water
Framework Directive, Nilrales Directive, Groundwater
Directive and Groundwater Protection Scheme when
implemented. Use of Sludge Regulalicns, Cross-
Compliance Regulations

Changes in water quality identified as a result of
monitering under IPPC licensing or Waste Licensing
Changes in waler quality identified as a resull of River
Water Sampling (Biotic quality ratings/ Q values).
Levels of E-coli and coliforms present in drinking waler
supply.

Targels

Compliance with water quality standards
Improvement or al least no deterioration in ground waler
quality,

Implementation of Creggan Sewerage maslerplan.
Implementation of Water Supply Scheme.
Rainwaler harvesting.

Grey waler re-cycling.

Provision of sustainable urban drainage systems.
Compliance with drinking water guality.

Grealer public awareness

Responsibility

WCC to monilor all largets in association with relevani
governmenl departmenis and agencies where
appropriate. EPA, 1FI slandards and guidelines to be
adhered 1o.

Air

Environmental criteria

A1: To prolect existing air quality

A2: To minimise levels of anthropogenic poliulants
resulting from energy use Iin Lhe area

A3: To minimise use of private lransport.

A4: To maximise use of walking cycling and public
transport.

A5: To maximise use of energy from sustainable or
“green” sources.

AB: To maximise use of energy effictent design,
construction and management of buildings.

Indicators

Air quality indicators.

Use of sustainable energy such as CHP and District
Heating.

Commuting Irends and modal split.

Percenlage of broadleaf and nalive tree species
planted.

Building Energy Ratings

Targets

Increased provision of and use of public fransporl.
Reduced privata car use/ ownership.

Increased public rights of way and established and
mainlained walking and cycling roules.

Broadleaf afforeslation.

Increased proportion of energy generated from
renewable energy sources.

Complance or exceedance of Building Regulation
slandards for the conservation of fuel and power.
Maintenance of low levels or levels within EU limits of
Sulphur dioxide, Nitrogen Oxides and particulate matter,
Grealer public awareness

Responsibility
WCC to monilor all largets in association with DoEHLG,
SEAI and EPA where appropriale.
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Monitoring

Material assets

Environmental criteria

MA1 To ensure efficient and sustainable development
and use of strategic urban land

MA2: To ensure sequential and phased growih of the
fown fringe.

MA3: To comply with slrategic vision for lands within the
contex! of Athlone Town

MA4: To avoid / minimise risk of flooding to buildings
and slruciures

Indicators

Structuring of urban form.

Mix and density of development.

Sequential growth of greenfield land,

Conformity of development proposals with Local Area
Plan vision and objectives.

Quantum of development in areas al nsk of floeding.
Flood risk assessment,

Survey of queuing / traffic congestion,

Targets

Compact and permeable urban struclure.

Clarity of rural — urban landscape transition

Avoid development which is vulnerable to flooding in
areas at risk of flooding,

Permeabilily of urban slructure

Low traffic speeds,

Traffic management plans.

Upgrade of movement infraslructure where necessary

Responsibility

WCC to moniler all largets in association wilh all
relevant government departments and agencies where
appropriale

WCC to monilor and enforce mobility management
plans /traffic and transport asssessments and

energy conservation plans in assoctation with major
development proposals.

CH1: To prolect existing and potential archaeology and
its contex|

CH2: To prolect and enhance exisling built herilage.
CH3: To prolect imporlant elements of local cullural
identily

CH4: To ensure that the archaeoclogy and built herilage
of lhe wider area is not adversely effected lhrough the
visual impacl of new development.

Number of monuments or cases in areas of
archaeological polential in Ihe Record of Monuments
and Places that have been recorded or subjecled to
physical/geophysical exploration/excavation as a result
of an application for planning permission.

Number of monuments in the RMP or olher monumenls
thal have been damaged. including their fabric or
sefling, by development granted planning permission
Number of archaeclogical objects found, catalogued
and retained by the National Museum.

Number of structures included in the NIAH
Enforcemenl actions against unaulhorised
developmenls,

Visual impact assessmenl.

Retain or increase, as appropriate. number of valued
struclures afforded proteclion.

Architectural Heritage Proteclion Guidelines for
Planning Aulhorilies.

Retain or improve integrity of built fabric through
development where feasible.

Mo damage occurring to struclures or monuments.
or their character or selling, due lo insensilive
development.

Respect selting of protected monuments.

MAS: To minimise traffic congestion of local and Modal split. Implementalion of Sewerage Masterplan and Drainage
surrounding rcads and junctions. Plan.

MAS: To maximise use of public transport Linkage to exisling urban area.

MA7: To ensure a permeable and managed urban route

structure.

MAB: To ensure appropriaie provision and liming of

public transporl.

MAQ: To ensure appropriate provision and timing of

storm water drainage.

MA10: To ensure appropriale provision and 1iming of

foul waler drainage and lreatment.

MA11: To ensure appropriate provision and timing of

waler supply

Cultural heritage

Environmental criteria Indicators Targels Responsibility

WCC to monitor all targets in association wilh all
relevant government departments and agencies where
appropriate.

Strateaic Ervirnnmental 'mozef Statement
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Landscape

Environmental criteria

L1 To retain and ennance impoctant elements of
axisting 'andscaoe quakly,

L2 To cornect importan: aspects of landscane as part
of a green miasiiuclue

L3 To ersuve that the general landscape character o
| he wader area 1s nol acvarsely effected hrough the
wisual imoact of new development

L4, To protec: and enhance ‘he cuahly. character and
‘gatures of walarways.

Indicators

Lanascape projecton cesignaltions
Lar¢scape characier assessmen?
Visual moacl assessmant.
Hedgerow and lrae survey

Targels

Integratad wban and landscaps plan

Retzin signrhicant hecgerow. rees and tree groups
Nel increase n ree tover.

gty and mamtain tipariar zonos.

Clear rural - urban t-ansiion o anoroach rcacs
Avodance of visual citiler. boardings eic

Responsibility

WCC © moniler and ecoree any visual mpact
assessments subryiten as pad of 1ae develonment
process WCC to mamtar all targels '+ asscoahor wilh
CoEHLG anc NBWS wnete approprate,
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