


Part 4  Westmeath County Development Plan 
  2008 - 2014 

4.1 VILLAGE PLANS 2008 – 2014 
 
Strategic Aim of the Village Plans 
To set out a clear framework for the sustainable development of the villages of Westmeath. 
Identifying sufficient suitable lands for future housing, industry, commerce, open space, 
recreation and community facilities, whilst, protecting and preserving the intrinsic character, 
heritage and amenity of villages and making a positive contribution to the improvement of 
quality of life. 
 
Goals of the Plan 
The overall strategic goals of each Plan are as follows; 

• To implement the policies and objectives of the County Development Plan, 
• To sustain, enhance and expand the role of the villages as a community and 

commercial service centres to the surrounding rural hinterland, 
• To provide for the orderly expansion of the villages, 
• To ensure that the character of the village centre is protected in any new 

village centre development, 
• To ensure that sufficient and suitably located land is identified to meet the 

land use needs of the various functions of the village over the Plan period, 
• To facilitate the provision of employment generating lands to afford the 

opportunity to live and work within the village, 
• To ensure that the necessary road infrastructure, public utilities and services, 

and recreational and community facilities are available to satisfy the 
development needs of the villages whether provided by the developer, by 
way of joint venture with the Local Authority, by other public or local 
development bodies or by the Local Authority itself, 

• To facilitate the provision of improved amenities within the village, and to 
secure the redevelopment and renewal of obsolete areas, 

• To secure safe and convenient movement corridors within the area, including 
pedestrian and cycle paths, 

• To enhance the environment of the village including the preservation of 
buildings and other features of archaeological, historic, artistic, cultural or 
social interest. 

 
Strategic objectives and policies which are common to all villages are dealt with in the 
following section. Policies and objectives specific to each individual village are contained 
within each Village Plan.  
 
Infrastructure  
Water Services 
The expansion of the villages requires the availability of water and wastewater services.   
 

P-VP1 The Planning Authority shall consider the need to plan for any service 
improvements that are required to facilitate the expansion of the villages. 
 
P-VP2  New development should be designed using Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems 

 
O-VP1 Developers will be required to provide surface water outfalls, constructed 

to the County Council’s standards and will need to demonstrate that 
sufficient capacity exists in receptor watercourses. 

 
Transportation 
Most of the villages are compact in form and it is possible to walk from any part of the 
development area to the village centre.  Villages are well connected to other settlements by a 
network of regional and other roads.  Through-traffic disrupts the life of a village.  The new N4 
and N6 roadways taking National Primary road traffic away from village streets will reduce 
through-traffic and greatly enhance the safety and amenity of village centres.  For some other 
villages it would be desirable to provide for national secondary road and regional road traffic 
to by-pass villages. 
 

    
P-VP3 The layout of new development shall consider future public transport provision. 
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P-VP4 To consider the needs of all road users in planning for the transportation needs 
of the village. 
 
P-VP5 To facilitate and encourage public transport, cycling and walking, in both existing 
and new development areas. 
 
P-VP6 Planned future road lines shall be reserved free of development. 

 
O-VP2 To ensure that new development considers the needs of cyclists and 

pedestrians as well as motorised traffic. 
O-VP3 To require that new development in village centres shall provide off-street 

parking in accordance with the standards set out elsewhere in the Plan, or 
where considered appropriate a contribution shall be required in-lieu of 
provision. 

O-VP4 To ensure that the necessary road infrastructure including footpaths, are 
developed to provide for the needs of the expanding village. 

O-VP5 To provide for off-street car-parking. 
 
Electricity 
The Planning Authority will co-operate with and facilitate the ESB in providing additional sub-
stations and power lines in the area as the need for increased electrical power arises.  Care 
will be taken to ensure that all overhead power lines do not unduly detract from the visual 
amenities of the area.  In certain circumstances, particularly in residential areas, the under 
grounding of wires and cables may be required, to protect the visual and residential amenities 
of an area. 
 
Gas 
The Planning Authority will ensure that every opportunity is taken to facilitate the needs and 
requirements of Bord Gáis in providing the infrastructure for piped gas in the Village. 
 
Development Policies  
In the development of zoned lands, outward expansion from the village centre is favoured 
over piecemeal development of detached land parcels. 
 
Housing 

P-VP7 Having regard to the above strategic objectives it is the Planning Authority’s 
policy that; 

• Densities will be determined with reference to the position of the settlement 
in the settlement hierarchy as set out in Part 2 of the County Development Plan; 
and in accordance with the Guidelines on Residential Density issued by the 
Department of the Environment and Local Government, 1999, 
• In appropriate locations such as back lands and lands within the village                                 
centre, a guiding density of upwards of 40 dwellings per hectare shall be 
considered, 
• Apartment developments are only considered appropriate close to the 
mixed use village centre or expanded village centre, 
• For lands close to the village centre, a guiding density of 30 – 40 dwellings 
per hectare shall be considered, 
• For residential developments located on the approaches into the villages, a 
guiding density of 20 – 30 dwellings per hectare shall be considered, 
• Only in exceptional circumstances will developments of less than 20 
dwellings per hectare be considered. 
 

P-VP8 To require developers of new housing developments to provide open space 
sufficient to accommodate informal play areas and areas of amenity open space. 
 
P-VP9 To protect and improve residential amenities in existing residential areas. 
 
P-VP10 To secure the provision of high quality, affordable and sustainable residential 
accommodation in sufficient supply to meet the demand for new houses in each village. 
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P-VP11 To secure a high standard of residential design, including imaginative and 
interesting layouts with a range of house types and a range of densities. 
 
P-VP12 To ensure that design is complimentary to and will enhance the character of the 
village. 
 
P-VP13 To secure a high standard of landscaping in residential developments, with the 
provision of adequate public and private open space, amenity areas and pedestrian 
links to public footpaths. 
 
P-VP14 To secure high quality residential uses as part of mixed-use development within 
an expanded village core. 
 
P-VP15 To secure adequate childcare facilities within new residential developments. 

 
O-VP6 To ensure that all housing developments on sites in excess of 1ha have a 

variety of dwelling types and sizes and are complimentary to each other in 
terms of design, height and use of materials. 

O-VP7 To ensure that all new housing developments on sites in excess of 0.1 
hectares or more than 4 dwelling units respect the requirements for social 
and affordable housing as set out in the Council’s Housing Strategy. 

O-VP8 To ensure all new residential development caters for childcare facilities at 
a rate of one facility per 75 dwellings. 

 
Retail & Commercial  
Village centres provide a strong localised shopping function. The Planning Authority considers 
it important to strengthen and expand the existing retail/commercial function of villages to 
meet the needs of the existing population and to sustain any projected future population. 
 

P-VP16 To ensure that as the population of the area expands there are sufficient 
convenience and comparison retail outlets to meet the needs of residents of the area. 

 
O-VP9 To permit the provision of new small-scale retail development and 

commercial outlets of a range and type consistent with the growth of the 
village and located in an expanded mixed-use commercial core; 

O-VP10 To require that provision be made for adequate car and bicycle parking in 
respect of new retail and commercial development in accordance with the 
Planning Authority’s standards for retail/commercial uses. 

 
Any applications for retail development in the villages, will need to be consistent with the 
policies set out else where in the Plan and with the adopted Retail Strategy for County 
Westmeath. 
  
Enterprise & Employment 

P-VP17 To zone lands for enterprise & employment related activities; 
 
P-VP18 To require developers to pay the full cost of all infrastructure which facilitates 
development, including roads, piped services, footpaths and other utilities; 
 
P-VP19 To ensure landscaping of employment generating uses is to a high standard 
including hard and soft landscaping and appropriate boundary treatment or planting. 

 
O-VP11 To identify sufficient land for light enterprise & employment developments 

with prominent road frontage. 
 
Recreation, Amenity & Open Space   

P-VP20 To ensure that new developments do not conflict with the amenity and 
recreational objectives of this Plan. 
 
P-VP21 To secure the provision of high quality, public open space within each village. 
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O-VP12 To impose a charge, where considered appropriate, as a contribution 
towards the cost of the provision of additional amenity and recreational 
facilities within the general vicinity of a development site, where such 
improvements cannot be suitably provided within the site. 

O-VP13  To require developers to retain existing trees, shrubs and hedges and 
protect these from damage during construction. Where it is agreed with the 
Planning Authority that tree or hedge removal is necessary, for example for 
access purposes, these shall be replaced within the site with similar 
species. 

O-VP14 To carry out amenity improvements within each village (see Townscape 
Appraisal Plan where appropriate), including footpath widening, street 
lighting and other appropriate hard and soft landscaping. 

 
Village Centre & Urban Renewal   
The built environment and the manner in which buildings, structures and spaces relate with 
one another are important in creating a sense of place and influence the quality of the 
environment. The built environment constantly evolves to meet the changing needs of society.  
The Planning Authority recognises the importance of new development and urban renewal in 
enhancing the attractiveness and vibrancy of village centres. The Planning Authority also 
recognises and welcomes efforts by local businesses and property owners in enhancing the 
appearance of their premises, which can make important contributions to the overall quality of 
the townscape. 
 

P-VP22 Mixed use developments in village centres are appropriate in attaining 
sustainable development objectives, creating opportunities to live, work, shop, etc. 
within urban environments and reduce the propensity to travel by the private car. 
 
P-VP23 In considering mixed-use developments within the areas designated as mixed-
use village centre and mixed use expanded village centre on the zoning maps attached 
to each village plan, the following mechanism will be applied to ensure that no one 
predominant use may prevail on such lands; 
- No less than two separate planning uses will normally be allowed (i.e. 
retail/residential or retail/offices etc.), 
- Where two separate planning uses are proposed, no one singular use will prevail in 
terms of >70% of the total gross floorspace, 
- Where more than two separate uses are proposed, no one singular use will prevail 
in terms of >50% of the total gross floorspace. 

 
O-VP15 To secure the redevelopment and/or refurbishment of derelict or disused 

properties. 
O-VP16 To create a more legible urban form by promoting continuity of street 

frontages and a high standard of architectural design of the facades in the 
mixed-use commercial core of the village. 

O-VP17 To secure the enhancement of the streetscapes of the villages. 
O-VP18 To prepare a Village Design Statement for the villages.  
O-VP19 To secure the provision of off-street parking within the areas zoned mixed-

use town centre and expanded village centre. 
 
Preservation & Conservation   
The Village Plans identify Protected Structures and Architectural Conservation Areas.  
Policies and development controls affecting such are dealt with in detail elsewhere in the 
main body of the Plan. 
 
Education & Community Facilities   
It is considered necessary to ensure that there is sufficient land available to provide for the 
expansion of school provision within the villages. 
 

P-VP24 To ensure that there are sufficient and appropriate educational and community 
facilities available to meet the needs of residents of the area. 
O-VP20 To co-operate with and assist statutory and voluntary bodies in the 
provision of new educational and community facilities as the need arises. 
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4.2 BALLYMORE VILLAGE PLAN 
 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Ballymore for the period 2004 – 2010. The Plan was 
based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisages a sufficient population to support the 
necessary facilities and services in the village. A population of approximately 500 people was 
considered appropriate for the period of that Plan. In 2002 an estimated 239 people were 
living in Ballymore, this had increased to 289 by the Census in 2006. 
 
The attached zoning map shows the various land zonings for Ballymore. The total amount of 
undeveloped land zoned for residential use is approximately 12.4 hectares, which is 
estimated to have the potential to yield in excess of 280 units (less 10% for open space and a 
density of 20-30 per hectare); to provide for an additional population of approximately 672 
people (2.4 x no. of units). This is considered to be adequate provision for the plan period and 
beyond.  
 
Ballymore has been identified as a Tier 3 settlement in the settlement hierarchy for the 
County, where development pressure can be channelled in a sustainable manner. It is not the 
intention of this Plan to promote major growth within Ballymore but growth, which will 
consolidate the village and allow it’s appropriate and measured expansion in accordance with 
the services and facilities it provides, while maintaining and enhancing the village’s character 
and sense of place. Ballymore functions as a service centre for the rural hinterland with 
educational, religious, community and some commercial functions.  
 
The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Ballymore. The zoning on the attached zoning map should be 
read in conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix as well as the general 
policies and development management standards set out elsewhere in the Plan.  
 
Development Policies 
Development Area 
To guide and control new development, a development area has been defined on the basis 
that it will provide an adequate and appropriate supply of development sites within the Plan 
timescale to allow the village to grow in accordance with the services that are available.  
 

P-BM1 To ensure that development is strictly controlled outside the defined 
development area, in order to maintain the character of the countryside. 

 
Residential Development 
As well as the village having the capacity to absorb additional housing development, the 
appearance of development and its impact upon both the rural setting and the distinct 
character of the village will be of paramount importance.   
 

P-BM2 To ensure that the focus for residential development in Ballymore is on 
consolidating the village streetscape, as the primary ‘zone’ for residential development 
for the Plan period. This will be in the form of small groups of town houses or individual 
village ‘cottage style’ housing (these will primarily be 2 storey or 1½ storey in scale). 

 
Infrastructure 
The Ballymore Serviced Land Initiative has been approved and proposes an upgrade to a 
1000 population equivalent.  It is envisaged that this upgrade will serve the requirements of 
the village over a 20-year timeframe.  
 
Urban Renewal and Town Centre 
The picturesque settlement of Ballymore has two distinct character areas. The western part of 
the village has a spacious setback ‘mall’ feel to it, while the eastern end has a tighter 
traditional village street frontage.   
 

P-BM3 To adopt a strong design led approach for Ballymore’s development, especially 
in reinforcing and consolidating its streetscape. 
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4.5 CLONMELLON VILLAGE PLAN 
 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Clonmellon in 2005 for the period 2004 – 2010. The Plan 
was based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisages a sufficient population to support 
the necessary facilities and services in the village. An estimated population of 403 were living 
in Clonmellon in 2002, this had increased to 547 by Census 2006.  
 
The zoning map shows the various land zonings for Clonmellon. The total amount of 
undeveloped land zoned for residential use is approximately 17 hectares, which are estimated 
to have the potential to yield in excess of 383 units (less 10% for open space and a density of 
20-30 per hectare); to provide for an additional population of approximately 919 people (2.4 x 
no. of units). This is considered to be adequate provision for in excess of the plan period. 
Enterprise & Employment zoned land that remains undeveloped since the last Plan amounts 
to 5.5ha.  
 
Clonmellon has been identified as a Tier 3 settlement, where development pressure can be 
channelled in a sustainable manner. The Village Plan sets out policy statements and 
objectives that respond to specific development issues affecting Clonmellon. The zoning map 
should be read in conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix, as well as the 
general policies and development management standards set out elsewhere in the Plan. 
Clonmellon functions as a service centre for the rural hinterland. It provides educational, 
religious, commercial, employment, financial and administrative functions for the village and 
the rural hinterland.  
 
Development Policies 
Urban Renewal and Design 
A number of sites have been identified for redevelopment/refurbishment in the village centre. 
It is proposed to strengthen the commercial base of the village centre by encouraging 
appropriate re-development of these sites. An important focus area is the primary crossroads 
at the western end of the village. It is proposed at a future date, if and when the N52 is 
realigned and heavy through-traffic is reduced, that a ‘public space’ can be developed around 
the wide setbacks.  
 

O-CM1 To carry out a study to assess the feasibility of providing a square at the 
western end of the village, considering issues such as methods of traffic 
calming, landscaping and possibly public art to add to the focus (see 
objectives map). 

O-CM2 To prepare a Village Design Statement for Clonmellon. 
 
Architectural Conservation Area 
It is considered that due to the high quality and largely unspoilt nature of the primary 
streetscape that the core area be designated an Architectural Conservation Area.  This would 
minimise the listing of buildings to a necessary minimum. 
 

O-CM3 To designate an area around the central village area and where it meets 
the setting of the Killua Park lands as an Architectural Conservation Area. 

 
Environmental Improvement  
Clonmellon is a picturesque rural village with wide streets and a charming street frontage. The 
Village Plan addresses the existing townscape quality of the central core of Clonmellon, and 
identifies opportunities for environmental enhancement of the commercial area.   
 
Environmental improvement within the village core is vital to the future success of the village 
and will assist in attracting further investment. Tree avenue planting, footpath widening, 
provision for bus shelters, cycle parking, paving and street furniture will assist in enhancing 
the character of the village. Environmental improvement proposals are indicated on the 
Townscape Appraisal Map. 
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Infrastructure 
Clonmellon is part of the Northwest Water Scheme. Lough Lene provides water to Clonmellon 
and capacity is adequate to cater for future development. The existing wastewater treatment 
plant was constructed in 1989 to serve a 500 population equivalent (p.e.). It is proposed to 
upgrade the original design capacity to the projected future design capacity of 1,500 p.e. in 
order to achieve a design lifecycle of 20 years for the plant. 
 
Walking and Cycling 
There are no cycle paths linking residential areas to the school or recreational areas or 
generally serving the village. The area is on the Tain Trail Route, but no local 
recreational/tourist network exists as yet for the area. 
 

P-CM1 It is the policy of the Council, in consultation with the local community, to work 
towards the development of a walking/cycling circuit around the settlement in order to 
provide a safe route for walking and cycling, which is separated from traffic and to 
facilitate walking/cycling safely linked to facilities in the town such as school, shops, 
church etc. 

 
O-CM4 To enhance pedestrian and cycle permeability from the centre of the 

village to the development boundary on all access roads, in association 
with further development in the village. 

O-CM5 To undertake a detailed survey of existing footpath coverage in terms of 
mobility. 

 
Employment 

P-CM2 To provide for employment generating uses on zoned land in Clonmellon to take 
advantage of its position on the N52 and attract inward investment. 

 
Amenity & Open Space 
A specific area, just over 4.3ha, located around the GAA pitch has been identified for 
community sports provision. It is envisaged that this identified area will provide for the 
community and sporting needs of the village. The site area identified is large enough to 
provide for sports pitches, changing facilities, a community building and car parking. An area 
of amenity open space, which totals approximately 1.5 acres, has been zoned.   
 

P-CM3 To impose a development levy on residential developments for the provision of 
recreational, sporting and amenity services as a contribution towards the cost of the 
provision of a community sports facility within the village. 
 
P-CM4 To require developers to retain existing stone walls, trees, shrubs and hedges 
and protect these from damage during construction. Where it is agreed with the 
Planning Authority that tree/hedge removal is necessary for example, for access 
purposes, these shall be replaced within the site with appropriate species as agreed 
with the Planning Authority. 

 
O-CM6 To ensure that the area of zoned public open space is landscaped and 

planted and made available for public use prior to the development of any 
buildings on the adjoining enterprise & employment site identified on the 
map. 

O-CM7 To require developers, in conjunction with the Planning Authority, to 
provide an access to facilitate the development of back lands to the north 
of the village and to provide for an alternative access to the GAA grounds, 
existing industrial area, community facilities and car parking as shown on 
the map. 

O-CM8 To reserve an area for a playground in the proposed park as indicated on 
the attached map. 

O-CM9 To provide planted buffer zones to ameliorate the visual impact of new 
development on external views or approaches to the settlement. 

O-CM10  To secure the provision of an access road between the l-1547 and the 
existing GAA grounds through residentially zoned lands. 
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Education & Community Facilities 
As the population of Clonmellon expands, the need for additional educational, childcare and 
community facilities will arise. The Plan zoning has identified extended zonings for Cluain 
Maolian National School to an additional 1.2 ha (3 acres). Additional lands for the school’s 
expansion may also need to be safeguarded when reviewing the Plan. 
 
Local community facilities such as the hall and health centre will be provided for in zoning 
objectives in terms of future redevelopment or expansion. Approximately 0.2ha (0.5 acres) of 
land has been zoned for the expansion of the health centre. 
 
The long-term expansion of the graveyard will also be provided for in zoning objectives to 
facilitate future redevelopment or expansion. Approximately 0.8ha (2 acres) have been zoned 
for the expansion of the graveyard.  Access to the Church of Ireland graveyard will be 
maintained. 
 
Heritage & Tourism 

P-CM5 To promote the architectural, historical and heritage features within the village 
as part of the overall encouragement of Clonmellon as a tourist destination. 
P-CM6 To consider the potential for the possible development of a tourist information 
centre within the village area. 

  
Commercial & Retail Development 

O-CM11  A site has been identified on the objectives map, which is considered 
suitable for retail/commercial development. 
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4.6 COLLINSTOWN VILLAGE PLAN 
 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Collinstown in 2005 for the period 2004 – 2010. The Plan 
was based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisages a sufficient population to support 
the necessary facilities and services in the village. A population of approximately 442 people 
was projected to 2007. In 2002 an estimated 229 people were living in Collinstown, this had 
increased to 294 by Census 2006. 
 
The attached zoning map shows the various land zonings for Collinstown. The total amount of 
undeveloped land zoned for residential use is approximately 14ha, which are estimated to 
have the potential to yield in excess of 315 units (less 10% for open space and a density of 
20-30 per hectare); to provide for an additional population of approximately 756 people (2.4 x 
no. units). This is considered to be adequate provision for in excess of the plan period. 
Enterprise & Employment zoned land that remains undeveloped since the last Plan amounts 
to 1.75ha. 
 
The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Collinstown. The zoning, objectives and policies should be read 
in conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix, as well as the general policies 
and development management standards set out elsewhere in the Plan. 
 
Tier 3 villages and towns, such as Collinstown, still play an important role in the sustainable 
and consolidated development of the rural community and this Plan aims to consolidate the 
village and allow its appropriate and measured expansion in accordance with the services 
and facilities it provides, while maintaining and enhancing the village’s character and sense of 
place. Collinstown functions as a service centre for the rural hinterland, providing educational, 
religious, commercial, employment, financial and administrative functions for the village and 
the rural hinterland.  
 
Development Policies 
Infrastructure 
Lough Lene provides water for Collinstown and there is an adequate supply in the 
Castlepollard High Level Water Supply Scheme. Funding has been allocated under Water 
Services Investment Program 2003 – 2005 to upgrade wastewater treatment for Collinstown. 
 

O-CT1 To carry out upgrading of wastewater treatment plant to cater for the 
current and future development of Collinstown. 

O-CT2 To secure the provision of footpaths and cycle paths in the village centre. 
 
Education & Community Facilities 
It is envisaged that Collinstown’s school going population will experience further growth.  
 

P-CT1 To provide for the future expansion and development of such educational 
facilities through the zoning of sufficient lands for such uses. 

 
Village Renewal 
The Planning Authority recognises the importance of new development and village renewal in 
maintaining an attractive and vibrant village centre in Collinstown and new developments 
should seek to reinforce the village character. 
 

O-CT3 It is an objective of the Council that adequate street lighting will be 
provided in the village. 

 
Open Space 
Open space provides a visual break in a developed area, it is also fundamental to the amenity 
functions of a settlement. In this regard 1.3 acres of passive open space is provided for 
through zoning of lands adjacent to the church, 19 acres of passive open space is provided 
for on the Castlepollard Road opposite the school and 11.2 acres of recreational open space 
are provided where the pitch and putt course and the GAA grounds are situated.  
 

    
Amenity, Heritage & Tourism 
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Lough Lene is a designated Special Area of Conservation (SAC) under EU Law (The Habitats 
Directive 92/43/EEC). The overall aim of this designation is to maintain the integrity of this 
site. The Council will support the implementation of a Lake Management Plan for this area. 
Collinstown, located within the catchment of Lough Lene is an important amenity area. The 
lake had in the past been designated with ‘Blue Flag’ status for bathing water quality and 
amenity.  
 

O-CT4 To seek the reinstatement of the Blue Flag designation, through carrying 
out the necessary amenity improvements and measures to improve water 
quality. 

 
Many opportunities exist within the village to develop tourism, such as fishing holidays, 
walking and cycling holidays. The Village square could be developed as a farmers market, 
promoting tourism and local enterprise development.  
 

O-CT5 To explore opportunities for the development of tourism in Collinstown. 
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4.7 DELVIN VILLAGE PLAN 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Delvin in 2002 for the period 2002 – 2008. The Plan was 
based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisages a sufficient population to support the 
necessary facilities and services in the village. A plan population of approximately 2,000 
people was considered appropriate. In 2002 an estimated 271 people were living in Delvin, 
this had increased to 416 by Census 2006.  
 
The attached zoning map shows the various land zonings for Delvin. The total amount of 
undeveloped land zoned for residential use is approximately 45ha, which are estimated to 
have the potential to yield in excess of 1,013 units (less 10% for open space and a density of 
20-30 per hectare); to provide for an additional population of approximately 2,431 people (2.4 
x no. of units). This is considered to be adequate provision for the Plan period. Enterprise & 
Employment zoned land that remains undeveloped since the last Plan amounts to 4.32ha. To 
ensure an appropriate and sequential growth, a development limit has been established 
which will act to co-ordinate the phased growth of the Town. 
 
The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Delvin. The zoning map should be read in conjunction with the 
zoning objectives and the zoning matrix, as well as the general policies and development 
control standards set out elsewhere in the Plan. Delvin has been identified as a Tier 3 
settlement where development pressure can be channelled in a sustainable manner. The aim 
of the Delvin Plan is to set out a framework for the future development of the village, which 
will take place in a co-ordinated and orderly manner. 
 
The Village Plan addresses the existing townscape quality of the central core of Delvin and 
identifies opportunities for environmental enhancement of the commercial area.  
Environmental improvement proposals are indicated on the townscape appraisal/objectives 
map. Delvin currently acts as a service centre for the agricultural hinterland providing 
community and commercial services, including a range of convenience retail facilities and 
local services. 
 
Development Policies 
The future development of Delvin is based on the neighbourhood concept, which is 
underpinned by the aim of securing more sustainable patterns of development.   Accessibility 
to key services and facilities is also a key element, and housing should be directed to 
locations where walking and cycling to shops, the local primary school and areas of open 
space are easily achieved. 

O-DV1  The lands zoned Residential to the north west of the town, adjacent to the 
Golf Course, shall be reserved for low density residential development. 

O-DV2  Residential development will only be permitted on up to 50% of the 
remaining undeveloped Residential zoned lands in the Delvin Village Plan 
for the term of the County Development Plan 2008 – 2014. 

 
Transportation 

P-DV1 To reserve lands for a future bypass around Delvin. 
 
P-DV2 New development in Delvin will benefit from the proposed bypass.  It is the 
policy of the Council to seek contributions towards the cost of the scheme from new 
developments, which are facilitated thereby. 
 
P-DV3 To secure the provision of off-street car parking within the village core. 
 
P-DV4 To promote the re-opening and use of Killucan Station on the Dublin-Sligo rail 
line. 

 
O-DV3 To secure the provision of high quality public open space within Delvin, 

including the development of a village park and localised public open 
spaces and play areas. 

O-DV4 To favourably consider tourism related developments within the overall 
village area. 
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O-DV5 The Council shall seek to improve the standards of safety through the 
reduction of through-traffic entering village centres and through restraining 
the use of motor vehicles, especially commuting by car, for the benefit of 
local traffic, public transport, pedestrians and cyclists. 

 
Retail & Commercial  

P-DV5 To permit the provision of new small scale retail development and commercial 
outlets of a range and type consistent with the growth of the village and located in an 
expanded mixed use village core. 
 
P-DV6 To require that provision be made for adequate car and cycle parking in respect 
of new retail and commercial development in accordance with the Planning Authority’s 
standards for retail/commercial uses. 

 
O-DV6 To maintain and consolidate the role of Delvin as a local retail and 

commercial centre, and to ensure that there are sufficient convenience and 
comparison retail outlets to meet the needs of local residents. Any 
applications for retail development in Delvin must be consistent with the 
policies in this Village Plan, with those of the County Development Plan 
and the adopted Retail Strategy. 

 
Enterprise & Employment 

P-DV7 To provide for the development of lands at Billistown for enterprise & 
employment purposes. 

 
O-DV7 To identify sufficient land for light enterprise & employment developments 

with prominent road frontage. 
 
Recreation, Amenity & Open Space 

P-DV8 To secure the provision of a Village Park to the east of the village core. 
 
P-DV9 To secure the provision of environmental improvements in the grounds and 
adjacent to the grounds of St. Mary’s Church (ruins). 
 
P-DV10 To secure the provision of environmental improvements to the Fair Green. 

 
O-DV8 To provide a car park in the village core with vehicular access from the 

Athboy Road and a pedestrian link to the proposed Village Park. 
O-DV9 To secure the development of vacant lands in the village centre for 

appropriate mixed-use development. 
O-DV10 To secure re-use of vacant first floor premises within the village centre. 
O-DV11 To secure the redevelopment and/or refurbishment of derelict or disused 

properties. 
O-DV12  To secure the enhancement of the streetscape of Delvin. 
O-DV13  To prepare a Village Design Statement for Delvin. 

 
Education & Community 

P-DV11 To provide a site for a new school/expansion of existing school to the north of 
the village. 

 
Commercial Core Proposals 

O-DV14 The Planning Authority has identified a site at the southern end of the main 
street for redevelopment, measuring approximately 0.2ha (0.49 acre).  It is 
considered that the redevelopment of this site for commercial purposes 
could strengthen the village core. 

O-DV15  An Environmental Improvement Scheme is proposed along the Main Street 
as indicated on the Townscape Appraisal Plan, which will include tree-
avenue planting, the designation of part of the main street for off-street 
parking, cycle parking, paving and street furniture.   

O-DV16 It is proposed to provide a Village Park to the east of the village with a 
pedestrian link to the proposed car park, which will provide ease of access 
from the main street and from the surrounding residential developments. 
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4.8 KILBEGGAN VILLAGE PLAN 
 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Kilbeggan in 2002, for the period 2002 to 2008. The Plan 
was based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisaged a sufficiently large population to 
support the necessary facilities and services in a village or town. In 2002 an estimated 652 
persons were living in the town, this had increased to 822 by Census 2006. 
 
Map 1 details the different land use zonings for Kilbeggan. The total amount of undeveloped 
land zoned for residential use is approximately 49ha. This amount does not include existing 
residential areas or areas where development is under construction. The undeveloped 
residential lands are estimated to have the potential to yield in excess of 1,002 units (less 
10% for open space and a density of 20-30 per hectare); to provide for an additional 
population of approximately (2.4 x no. of units) 2,406 persons, which is considered adequate 
for the Plan period. To ensure an appropriate and sequential growth, a development limit has 
been established which will act to co-ordinate the phased growth of the Town. There are also 
24ha of land zoned for enterprise & employment uses.  
 
The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Kilbeggan. The zoning on the attached map should be read in 
conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix set out elsewhere in the Plan. 
The Village Plan addresses the existing townscape quality of the central core of Kilbeggan 
and identifies opportunities for environmental enhancement of the commercial area.  
Environmental improvement proposals are indicated on the attached Townscape Appraisal 
Plan.  
 
Kilbeggan has a highly strategic location, situated within close proximity to the proposed 
alignment of the upgraded N6 and on the junction with the N52 south.  It is an ideal location 
for industrial and commercial growth. 
 
Architectural Conservation Area 
In recognition of the attractive and distinctive built form of Kilbeggan village centre, it is 
designated as an Architectural Conservation Area.  Measures are being taken to protect and 
promote its unique character.  In an Architectural Conservation Area, in accordance with the 
Planning and Development Act 2000-2006, the carrying out of works to the exterior of a 
structure shall be exempted development only if those works would not materially affect the 
character of the area. 
 
Development Policies 

O-KB1  Residential development will only be permitted on up to 50% of the 
remaining undeveloped Residential zoned lands in the Kilbeggan Village 
Plan for the term of the County Development Plan 2008 – 2014. 

 
Transportation 

P-KB1 To secure the provision of link roads between the Mullingar Road and the 
present N6, between the Tullamore Road and Clara Road, and between the present N6 
and the local primary route L-1223, in conjunction with the development of new housing 
and industrial development. 
 
P-KB2 To secure the provision of traffic calming measures in the Market Square to 
coincide with the completion of the N6 dual-carriageway. 
 
P-KB3 To secure junction improvement measures at the junction of the N52 Tullamore 
Road and the N6. 
 
P-KB4 To identify and promote the use of sites within the mixed-use expanded village 
centre for off-street car parking. 
 
P-KB5 To facilitate and promote greater permeability of new development for 
pedestrian and cycle linkages. 
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The provision of an access road as shown on the attached map, between the present 
N6/Tullamore Road junction, north into land zoned for residential use should be provided, if, 
or when that residential land is developed. There is a long term objective to link this road with 
the existing Mullingar Road to reduce traffic movement through the village centre.  The 
provision of the link road between the Tullamore Road and the Clara Road may involve the 
compulsory purchase of lands along the route as indicated on the attached map. The 
provision of the link road between the present N6 and the local primary route L-1223 will 
involve the demolition or partial demolition of the old primary school, and the compulsory 
purchase of lands along the route as indicated on the attached map. 
 
Recreation Amenity & Open Space 
Kilbeggan has a reasonable provision of recreational and amenity facilities.  At present these 
include the Kilbeggan Shamrocks GAA sports ground, playing fields at Kilbeggan Secondary 
School and other informal open green areas. 
 

O-KB2 To secure the provision of high quality, public open space within 
Kilbeggan, including the development of a town park accessed from 
Harbour Road and localised public open spaces and play areas. 

O-KB3 To secure the physical improvement of land adjacent to the River Brosna 
and create a riverside walk through the centre of Kilbeggan for leisure 
purposes. 

O-KB4 To carry out amenity improvements at the Market Square, including traffic 
calming measures once the N6 is completed. 

O-KB5 To carry out amenity improvements along the Main Street (see Townscape 
Appraisal Plan), including footpath widening, street lighting and other 
appropriate hard and soft landscaping. 

 
Education & Community Facilities   

O-KB6 To co-operate with the educational providers and school authorities in 
relation to educational provision. 

O-KB7 To provide a bus/vehicular drop-off facility at the national and secondary 
school on the Dublin Road. 

 
Employment 

O-KB8 In addition to the existing industrial floorspace, further lands to the north 
and south of the village centre are zoned for new industrial development.  
The lands to the north shall be accessed from the proposed link road 
between the present N6 and the L-1223, and the lands to the south shall 
be accessed from the proposed link between the Tullamore Road and the 
Clara Road. 

 
Commercial Core Proposals 

O-KB9 Land and Buildings opposite Locke’s Distillery – this site remains in 
storage use for   the Distillery but represents an opportunity to strengthen 
the commercial base of the village centre through development or 
refurbishment for a mix of retail and/or light industrial/technological units. 
The retail element could include speciality craft shops, which would 
complement the tourist attraction of the Distillery. This site also benefits 
from tax incentives for refurbishment of existing buildings for 
retail/commercial or industrial use. 

O-KB10   Semi-detached buildings, Market Square North - These two properties 
provide a strong sense of enclosure to the Market Square. Their 
refurbishment and re-use under the Town Renewal Scheme would be 
particularly suited to a mix of uses, including retail, commercial, office and 
residentialon upper floors. Tax incentives apply to refurbishment for 
commercial, office, retail and residential use. 

O-KB11 Land at the junction of Dublin Road and Tullamore Road - This is an 
important landmark site on the approach to the village from the east.  The
 refurbishment of the existing buildings for a mix of uses, including retail, 
office and residential would be appropriate. Restaurant/entertainment uses 
may also be appropriate. Appropriate uses on the site will reinforce the 
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sense of arrival to the village. Tax incentives are available for 
refurbishment to commercial/retail and residential use. 

O-KB12 Land to the East and West of Mullingar Road - These two sites are 
presently derelict and redundant. They have the potential to be 
redeveloped to provide striking landmark residential properties on the 
approach to the village from Mullingar.  The Town Renewal Scheme 
wherein tax incentives were available for new residential developments is 
drawing to a close. 

O-KB13 An Environmental Improvement Scheme is proposed along Main Street 
and at Market Square as indicated on the Townscape Appraisal Plan.  
Environmental improvement within the village core is vital to the future 
success of the village, and will assist in attracting further investment.  
Good quality signage, tree avenue planting, footpath widening, paving and 
street furniture will assist in enhancing the character of the village, and 
make it more pedestrian friendly. Traffic calming of the Market Square and 
the provision of cycle parking locally will make it less car dominant, and 
improve the quality of this potentially significant asset. 

O-KB14  Land to the south of the Main Street and to the west of the former Bank of 
Ireland, is presently in multiple ownership. It includes attractive, historical 
outbuildings which could be refurbished to extend the village centre and 
market square area and create an attractive niche area for retail, 
commercial, restaurant/entertainment and small scale residential use. It 
may also enable access to the area of extensive undeveloped back land 
further south. 

O-KB15  Secure the development of a hotel on the site. 
O-KB16  Secure the development of  neighbourhood shopping and a medical centre 

on the site. 
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4.9 KILLUCAN-RATHWIRE VILLAGE PLAN 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Killucan-Rathwire for the period 2004 – 2010. The Plan 
was based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisages a sufficient population to support 
the necessary facilities and services in the village. The estimated population in 2002 was 575 
persons, this had increased to 812 by Census 2006. 
 
The attached zoning map shows the various land zonings for Killucan-Rathwire. A 
considerable amount of residential development has taken place during the period since the 
Local Area Plan was adopted.  The total amount of remaining undeveloped land zoned for 
residential use is approximately 15ha, which is estimated to have the potential to yield in 
excess of 337 units (less 10% for open space and a density of 20-30 per hectare); to provide 
for an additional population of approximately 810 people (2.4 x no. of units). This is 
considered to be adequate provision for the Plan period and beyond. Enterprise & 
employment zoned land that remains undeveloped since the last Plan amounts to 2ha. 
 
The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Killucan-Rathwire. The zoning, objectives and policies should 
be read in conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix, as well as the general 
policies and development management standards set out elsewhere in the Plan. 
 
Tier 3 villages such as Killucan-Rathwire still play an important role in the sustainable and 
consolidated development of the rural community and this Plan aims to consolidate the village 
and allow its appropriate and measured expansion in accordance with the services and 
facilities it provides, while maintaining and enhancing the village’s character and sense of 
place. 
 
This Plan covers the settlements of Killucan and Rathwire, two villages located beside one 
another in the east of the County. For the purpose of this Plan, the two villages are 
considered as one unit, Killucan-Rathwire, located approximately 3.75 miles northwest of 
Kinnegad, 6.5 miles east of Mullingar, and 34 miles west of Dublin. 
 
Development Policies 
Transportation  
The re-opening of the Killucan Station on the Dublin-Sligo line would greatly enhance the 
village’s accessibility and is seen as important for other nearby population centres. 

P-KR1 To promote the re-opening and use of Killucan Station on the Dublin-Sligo rail 
line. 

 
O-KR1 To provide for an area contiguous to the railway station to be kept free 

from development in the event that the railway station is re-opened so that 
potential uses are not precluded, such as park and ride facilities. 

 
Recreation Amenity & Open Space 

P-KR2  To preserve existing public rights of way and develop new pedestrian ways 
connecting development areas to the village centres, as shown in attached Townscape 
Appraisal Map. 

 
O-KR2  To provide a planted buffer zone to ameliorate the visual impact of new 

development along the Rathwire end of the village and on the visual 
amenity of the canal. 

O-KR3 To ensure that a green area is maintained between Killucan and Rathwire 
in order to prevent amalgamation of the two centres and distortion of their 
character. 

O-KR4 To provide a children’s play area in the village park, community sports area 
or in the committed new housing development in the Rathwire area. 

O-KR5 To secure the development of a linear walkway and amenity area along 
the banks of the river, and extend pedestrian linkages where practicable to 
the Royal Canal and to provide for pedestrian and green linkages to the 
village centre either through individual development proposals, or through 
the application of development levies. 

    
200



Part 4  Westmeath County Development Plan 
  2008 - 2014 

O-KR6 To zone appropriate lands for a community sports facility including a pitch, 
changing facilities, associated built community facilities and car parking. 

O-KR7 To protect and ensure access to the old mass path between the primary 
school and the Glebe Lands. 

O-KR8 To identify and maintain recreational amenity routes for walking and 
cycling to link with the Royal Canal. 

O-KR9 To request where appropriate, the submission of a comprehensive tree 
survey with any application on landscape where mature trees are a 
feature, and to consider the making of Tree Preservation Orders for trees 
of special amenity value. 

 
Village Centre & Urban Renewal 

O-KR10 To prepare a Village Design Statement for Killucan-Rathwire. 
 
Commercial Core Proposals 
A number of sites have been identified for redevelopment/refurbishment in the village centre. 
It is proposed to strengthen the commercial base of the village centre by encouraging 
appropriate re-development of these sites. 
 

O-KR11  Market House Site; This is an important landmark site, prominently located 
at the junction of the Mullingar Rd and Main Street. The site includes the 
protected structure, Market House, as well as a large forecourt and rear 
yard. The opportunity exists to sympathetically refurbish the existing 
property as an attractive commercial/mixed use development, which would 
significantly consolidate the village core and add to the public realm.  

O-KR12  Site to rear of house, east of Main St. Killucan; The Planning Authority has 
identified this site as an opportunity to improve the streetscape in the 
village by infill development in association with lands to the rear of the 
building. 

O-KR13  Land to east of Main Street; This land is presently in multiple ownerships 
and includes derelict and vacant sites, disused buildings and structures 
and an entrance at a prominent corner site. The Planning Authority has 
identified this area as one that would contribute positively to the village 
core through its redevelopment. The Planning Authority will positively 
encourage redevelopment of this area, incorporating mixed 
use/commercial/village centre use, street frontage and high quality design. 
Redevelopment of these lands may also enable access to the 
undeveloped back land further east. 

O-KR14  Site north of L-1015; This site is a large site on the approach road to 
Killucan from Crookedwood and is currently used as a yard. The Planning 
Authority has identified this as an opportunity site, which could be 
appropriately redeveloped for more intensive mixed use/town centre uses. 
Development at this site should include good street frontage and high
 quality design appropriate to the village. It also has potential to provide 
access to lands to its rear. 

O-KR15  Terrace of single storey stone dwellings; This row of buildings, some of 
which are derelict, are of local character and distinctiveness and important 
to the character of the village. There is a large amount of land to their rear. 
The Planning Authority has identified these as being appropriate for 
redevelopment for commercial or mixed use and will support their 
redevelopment, possibly as small-scale workshops.  

O-KR16  Village Square, Rathwire; It is proposed to develop some form of Village 
Square in Rathwire to be based around the Catholic Church and to provide 
a focus of public space in the village, see the townscape appraisal map.    

O-KR17  An Environmental improvement scheme is proposed in the core areas of 
both villages as indicated on the townscape appraisal map. Environmental 
improvement within the village core is vital to the future success of the 
village, and will assist in attracting further investment. Tree avenue 
planting, footpath widening, provision for bus shelters, cycle parking, 
paving and street furniture will assist in enhancing the character of the 
village. 
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4.10 KINNEGAD VILLAGE PLAN 
 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Kinnegad in 2002, for the period 2002 to 2008. The Plan 
was based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisaged a sufficiently large population to 
support the necessary facilities and services in a village or town. A plan population of 4,000 
people for Kinnegad was considered appropriate.  In the 2002 an estimated 1,296 people 
were living in the town, the current population is approximately 2,245 (Census 2006). 
 
The attached zoning map details the different land use zonings for Kinnegad. The total 
amount of undeveloped land zoned for residential use is approximately 24ha. This amount 
does not include existing residential areas or areas where development is under construction.  
The remaining undeveloped lands is estimated to have the potential to yield in excess of 540 
units (less 10% for open space and with a density of 20-30 per hectare); to provide for an 
additional population of approximately (2.4 x no. units) 1,296 persons, which is considered 
appropriate for the Plan period. 
 
The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Kinnegad. The zoning on the attached map is to be read in 
conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix set out elsewhere in the Plan. 
The Village Plan addresses the existing townscape quality of the central core of Kinnegad 
and identifies opportunities for environmental enhancement of the commercial area. 
Environmental improvement proposals are indicated on the attached Townscape Appraisal 
Plan.  
 
Kinnegad is strategically located at the junction of the N4 and N6, and has experienced a 
significant population increase, that makes it attractive for the promotion of locally based 
economic activities particularly associated with the logistics and distribution area.  
 
Development Policies  
Transportation  

P-KG1 To reserve lands for a future link road between the M4 and the Killucan Road. 
 
P-KG2 To require developers of land to the east of the proposed Killucan Road link for 
residential and employment uses to contribute to the cost of the proposed link road and 
associated works in joint venture with the Local Authority. 
 
P-KG3 To investigate the provision of off-street car parking within the village core; 
• To introduce Paid Parking in Kinnegad. 
• To provide a Commuter Car Park in Kinnegad. 
 
P-KG4 To promote the re-opening and use of Killucan Station on the Dublin-Sligo rail 
line. 
 
P-KG5 Identify and promote the use of a site within the mixed-use expanded village 
centre for a bus transit terminal and associated commuter and off-street car park. 

 
O-KG1 To provide and facilitate greater access to modes of transport other than 

the private car, such as bus, coach, rail, walking and cycling. 
 
Housing 

O-KG2 To secure high quality residential uses as part of mixed-use development 
on back land as part of an expanded village core. 

 
Education 
The need for a second level school should be considered in co-operation with the Department 
of Education and Science taking account of population change and the required educational 
services. 
 
Retail/Commercial  
It is considered that there is an opportunity to develop a speciality retail centre, such as a 
tourism or factory outlet centre in Kinnegad, without giving rise to attracting large and 
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unsustainable volumes of traffic that would be associated with stand alone, out-of-town retail 
developments. The potential location of such would be within lands between the existing N6 
by-pass and the main street. A development in this location would enable integration with the 
existing centre, thereby reinforcing its role and providing for linked trips.   
 

P-KG6 To permit the provision of retail development and commercial outlets of a range 
and type consistent with the growth of the village, located in an expanded mixed-use 
village core. 
 
P-KG7 To consider the development of a speciality retail centre such as a tourism or 
factory outlet centre, where it can be proven that there will be no adverse impact upon 
the overall retail strategy for the County. 

 
O-KG3 To maintain and consolidate the role of Kinnegad as a local retail and 

commercial centre. 
O-KG4 To realise the opportunity for a speciality retail centre within Kinnegad 

linked and integrated to the existing main street. 
O-KG5  Any development to the enterprise and employment area to the north east 

of Kinnegad shall provide for micro-enterprise/start up/incubator units at 
this location. 

 
Recreation Amenity & Open Space 

O-KG6  To secure the provision of high quality, public open space within Kinnegad, 
including the development of a village park and localised public open 
spaces and play areas. 

 
The following are the Council’s specific objectives with regard to open space and 
amenity; 
• Provision of a Village Park in the village to include a children’s play area, 
• Amenity improvements at the graveyard adjacent to the Supervalu Shopping 
Centre (see Townscape Appraisal Plan),   
• Provision of amenity improvements on the Main Street (see Townscape Appraisal 
Plan), including avenue, 
• Tree planting, footpath widening, appropriate signage and cycle parking facilities 
and other appropriate hard and soft landscaping, 
• Prepare and undertake a landscaping plan for the area around the Church to 
create a formal village square (see Townscape Appraisal Plan), 
• In conjunction with Meath County Council to secure landscape improvement works 
at the eastern gateway to the village, 
• The identification and maintenance of recreational amenity routes for walking and 
cycling along the Boreen Bradach and the Kinnegad River, 
• The extension of the sporting recreational area adjacent to the proposed GAA 
facility, towards the extended educational zoning should cater for additional sports 
facilities, and provide a pedestrian linkage between the two zonings.  
O-KG7  Development of the site, formerly used as the soccer pitch and adjacent 

health centre, shall include the provision of a community centre on this site 
or a suitable alternative site, which upon completion shall be released to 
the community. 

 
Village Centre & Urban Renewal   

O-KG8 To secure the development of vacant lands on the edge of the village 
centre for appropriate mixed-use development. 

O-KG9 To secure re-use of vacant first floor premises within the village centre. 
O-KG10 To secure the redevelopment and/or refurbishment of derelict or rundown 

properties. 
O-KG11 To secure the enhancement of the streetscape of Kinnegad village. 

 
Commercial Core Proposals 

O-KG12  A number of sites have been identified for redevelopment/refurbishment, 
comprising vacant or rundown properties in Main Street. It is proposed to 
strengthen the commercial base of the village centre by the development 
of these sites for retail, office or suitable leisure uses.  Residential and 
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restaurant/entertainment uses may also be appropriate. The sites are 
indicated on the Townscape Appraisal Plan. 

O-KG13  An Environmental Improvement Scheme is proposed along the Main Street 
as indicated on the Townscape Appraisal Plan.  Environmental 
Improvement within the village core is vital to the future success of the 
village, and will assist in attracting further investment. Improvements will 
include Tree Avenue planting, footpath widening, paving, street furniture, 
appropriate signage and cycle parking facilities. 

O-KG14 It is proposed to create a Village Square around the Church and it’s 
setting. The Village Square will not preclude vehicular movement through 
the village, but will be designed with appropriate traffic calming measures 
to give priority to the pedestrian.  The resulting open space will have 
improved paving, planting, lighting and street furniture.  This square has 
great potential as a townscape feature, and when suitably refurbished, 
could considerably enhance the character of the village. 

O-KG15 The Planning Authority will resist applications for changes to the use of 
residential properties of townscape character within the village core.  
Residential properties of townscape character on the northern side of Main 
Street lend life to the village core.  The Planning Authority considers it 
essential to the vitality of the village core for these properties to remain in 
residential use. 
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4.11 MILLTOWNPASS VILLAGE PLAN 
 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Milltownpass village for the period 2004-2010 based on an 
existing estimated population of 204 persons. It is recognised that the village and its functions 
serve a large rural hinterland whose population is not included within these figures. 
 
There is approximately 4ha of undeveloped land zoned for residential use. This amount does 
not include existing residential areas where development is under construction. This land is 
estimated to have the potential to yield in excess of 90 units (less 10% for open space and a 
density of 20-30 per hectare); to provide for an additional population of approximately 216 
people (2.4 x no. of units).  This amount of zoned land is considered adequate for the Plan 
period. 
 
It is not the intention of this Plan to promote major growth within Milltownpass but growth that 
will consolidate the village and allow its appropriate and measured expansion in accordance 
with the services and facilities it provides. 
 
Milltownpass is located on the main N6, Dublin to Galway road and is situated 45miles (73km) 
from Dublin and 91 miles (146km) from Galway. There is a T-junction in the village with a 
local road L-1005 leading to Mullingar. Milltownpass is situated approximately 10 miles from 
Mullingar. The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Miltownpass. The attached zoning map should be read in 
conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix set out elsewhere in the Plan. 
 
Development Policies 

P-MP1 Outside the designated development area, development will normally be 
restricted to that required for the purposes of agriculture, or that required to meet the 
social and economic needs of the village community.  
 
P-MP2 Development that will adversely affect the setting of the village, will not be 
permitted. Where development is likely to form the edge of the village, an integral and 
substantial landscaping scheme incorporating peripheral planting will normally be 
required. 
 
P-MP3 Within the designated development areas development will be permitted where 
it involves infilling, conversion, residential development, the use of derelict or underused 
land or premises and where the development meets all of the following criteria; 
- It will not result in the loss of land of recreation or amenity value, 
- It will not have an adverse effect on areas or buildings of historic or architectural 
importance, or sites of nature conservation value or archaeological importance, 
- It will provide an acceptable residential environment, 
- It will not be on a site where there is an unacceptable risk to the health and safety 
of residents through contamination, pollution or risk of pollution, 
- It will not damage the character and amenity of existing residential areas, 
- It will not create unacceptable problems,   
- It will not result in the loss of or damage to spaces identified as being of 
importance. 

 
Retail/Commercial 

O-MP1 A site has been identified as appropriate for infill development. The site 
area is 0.4 acres and could possibly be developed for mixed-uses. 

O-MP2 The Planning Authority has identified this site for redevelopment. Currently 
Sky Clad is located on this site, and if they were to move the site could be 
redeveloped for mixed-use purposes. 

O-MP3 This site has been identified as suitable for mixed-use street frontage infill 
development. 

O-MP4  To secure the provision of a Village Square. 
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4.12 ROCHFORTBRIDGE VILLAGE PLAN 
 
Introduction 
A Local Area Plan was adopted for Rochfortbridge in 2002, for the period 2002 to 2008. The 
Plan was based on the neighbourhood concept, which envisaged a sufficiently large 
population to support the necessary facilities and services in a village or town.  In 2002 an 
estimated 1,382 people were living in the village, this increased to 1,473 by Census 2006. 
 
The attached zoning map details the different land use zonings for Rochfortbridge. The total 
amount of undeveloped land zoned for residential use is approximately 32ha. This amount 
does not include existing residential areas, or areas where development is under 
construction. The remaining undeveloped lands are estimated to have the potential to yield in 
excess of 720 units (less 10% for open space and a density of 20-30 per hectare); to provide 
for an additional population of approximately 1,728 (2.4 x no. of units) which is adequate for 
the Plan period and beyond.  Enterprise & Employment zoning amounts to 14.66ha. 
 
The Village Plan sets out policy statements and objectives that respond to specific 
development issues affecting Rochfortbridge. The zoning on the attached map should be read 
in conjunction with the zoning objectives and the zoning matrix set out elsewhere in the Plan. 
The Village Plan addresses the existing townscape quality of the central core of 
Rochfortbridge and identifies opportunities for environmental enhancement of the commercial 
area. Environmental improvement proposals are indicated on the attached Townscape 
Appraisal Map.  
 
Rochfortbridge is located approximately 9 miles south of Mullingar and 7 miles southwest of 
Kinnegad. Rochfortbridge has a highly strategic location, situated within close proximity to the 
upgraded N6. It is an ideal location for industrial and commercial growth appropriate to its 
scale and function. 
 
Architectural Conservational Area 
In recognition of the attractive and distinctive built form of the Derrygrennagh housing estate, 
it is designated as an Architectural Conservation Area, in accordance with the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000-2006. The carrying out of works to the exterior of the structure shall 
be exempted development, only if those works would not materially affect the character of the 
area. 
 
Development Policies 
Transportation   

P-RB1 To secure the provision of a link road between the Castlelost Road and the N6 in 
conjunction with the development of new housing. 
 
P-RB2 To secure the improvement of the R400 Rhode Road including junction 
improvements measures with the existing N6 road. 
 
P-RB3 To secure the provision of an access/drop off point link from the Mullingar Road 
to the school on the Castlelost Road, as indicated on Townscape Appraisal Map. 

 
O-RB1  To secure the provision of a link road between the Mullingar Road and the 

Castlelost Road. 
 
The provision of the link road between the Castlelost Road and the N6 may involve the 
compulsory purchase of lands along the route, as indicated on the accompanying Map.   
 
Recreation Amenity & Open Space    
Rochfortbridge has a reasonable provision of recreational and amenity facilities.  At present 
these include the St. Mary’s GAA sports ground, pitch and putt golf course, playing fields at St 
Joseph’s Secondary School and other informal areas of open space.  
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O-RB2 To secure the provision of high quality, public open space within 
Rochfortbridge, including the development of a town park and localised 
public open spaces and play areas. 

O-RB3 Amenity improvements at the car park opposite the primary school, as 
indicated on the attached Townscape Appraisal Map. 

O-RB4 Provision of amenity improvements along the Main Street, as indicated on 
the attached map, including avenue tree planting, footpath widening, street 
lighting and other appropriate hard and soft landscaping. 

 
Village Centre & Urban Renewal  

P-RB4 Mixed-use developments in town/village centres are appropriate in attaining 
sustainable development objectives, creating opportunities to live, work, shop, etc. 
within urban environments and reduce the propensity to travel by private car. 

 
O-RB5 To secure the development of vacant lands on the edge of the village 

centre for appropriate mixed-use development. 
 
The County Council wishes to ensure that such development is sensitively carried out and 
consistent with the design principles outlined in the County Development Plan. 
 
Education 
The Council will co-operate with the educational providers and the Department of Education 
and Science in relation to educational needs. 
 

O-RB6  To examine education provision and the extent of lands identified for 
Institutional & Educational purposes in the Village in consultation with the 
Department of Education & Science. 

 
Commercial Core Proposals 

O-RB7 An extensive area of land is identified for prominent mixed-use 
development with strong frontage to the Mullingar Road and Main Street.  
It is proposed to strengthen the commercial base of the village centre by 
the development of this site for residential, retail, office or suitable leisure 
uses.  Restaurant/entertainment uses may also be appropriate.  The 
building form should provide for continuous frontage development along 
Mullingar Road and the Main Street elevations, and incorporate 
appropriate arrangements for access.  

O-RB8 Land at the junction of Main Street and Castlelost Road. One-storey retail 
units, with an expansive car park and double-glazing workshop to the rear 
presently occupy this prominent central site.  This could be redeveloped to 
provide a landmark development that will contribute to the townscape and 
provide a ‘heart’ to the village core. Retail uses with residential on upper 
floors would be appropriate at this location. 

O-RB9 An Environmental Improvement Scheme is proposed along the Main Street 
as indicated on the Townscape Appraisal Map.  Environmental 
improvement within the village core is vital to the future success of the 
village, and will assist in attracting further investment.  Tree avenue 
planting, footpath widening, paving and street furniture will assist in 
enhancing the character of the village. 
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